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SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C  S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  Vice-Chairman. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Tuberculosis  Officer 
Public  Analyst  - 
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Sub-Assistant  Inspector 
Supt.  Health  Visitor 


Health  Visitors  - 


- E.  H.  Snell,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

- J.  McG.  Williams,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

- A.  Bostock  Hill,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 
William  Dale,  m.r.c.v.s. 

- W.  H.  Clarke.* 
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Miss  D.  M.  Jones.*  (Appointed 
March,  1918). 


•Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

-j- Health  Visitor's  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

^Inspector's  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examination  Board. 

{ Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board. 

j|  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  other 
foods. 

H Three  years  general  trained  nurse. 

o Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Praoiical  Sanitary  Science  as 
applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works. 

« Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Workers, 
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for  Coventry  and  War-  ■ 
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Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  Friswell. 

Mr.  Councillor  H.  H.  Kendrick,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  S.  G.  Poole,  J.P. 


CITY  HOSPITAL  OFFICERS. 

Matron  .....  Miss  M.  Davidson. 
Medical  Superintendent  - - E.  H.  Snell,  m.d. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


(To  carry  into  effect  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894  and  1896,  and 
th'.  Orders  of  Board  of  Agriculture  thereunder,  having  delegated  to  them 
all  the  powers  which  the  Committee,  under  the  said  Acts  and  Orders 
respectively,  have  power  to  delegate). 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle. 

• Mr.  Councillor  J.  Orton,  J.P.,  M.D. 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  & MUNICIPAL  LODGING 
HOUSE  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


(To  considey  and  rej^oyt  upon  the  questions  of  pyoviding  a Public  Abattoiy 
and  a Municipal  Lodging  House). 


The  Mayor. 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  A.  II.  Barnacle. 

Mr.  Alderman  \V.  Lee,  J.P. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  Councillor  S.  G.  Poole,  J.P. 


SANATORIUM  SELECTION  SUB- 
COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  A.  PI.  Barnacle. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P. 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt. 


UNFIT  HOUSES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

(To  visit  Houses  repoyted  by  the  Medical  Officey  of  Health  as  being  unfit 
fov  habitation,  and  yeport  to  the  Coninnttee  theveon). 

# 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  COMMITTEE. 
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CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 


g=  

Forty-third  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

G=^=-  - ■ 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen^ 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  the  forty-third 
.Annual  Report — the  twenty-first  that  I have  presented— concerning 
the  vital  statistics  and  general  sanitary  condition  of  your  City. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  spite  of  certain 
obviously  adverse  circumstances  relating  to  housing  and  over- 
crowding it  is  once  again  possible  to  record  a low'er  death  rate 
than  in  any  previous  year,  viz.,  10.4. 

Also  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  (78.5)  has  only  once  stood 
lower  than  in  1917,  viz.,  in  1912,  when  it  was  76. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

The  principal  features  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1917 
have  been  as  follow  : — 

Estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  130,000. 
Birth  Rate,  20.2.  .Average  for  previous  10  years,  26.5. 
Marriage  Rate,  17.7.  Average  for  previous  10  years,  17.9. 
Recorded  Death  Rate,  10.4.  Average  for  previous  10  years, 

12.3. 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  78.5  per  1,000  births.  Average  for 
previous  10  years,  91.3. 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate,  0.47.  Average  for  previous  10  years, 

1.17. 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Phthisis),  1.77. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate,  1.20  Average  for  previous  10  years, 

1.12. 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  .38. 

Physical  Features  of  the  City  and  District. 

See  Annual  Report  for  1910. 

Population. 

The  estimation  of  the  civil  population  under  existing  circum- 
stanced is  a matter  of  considerable  uncertainty.  Having  regard 
to  various  local  considerations,  which  need  not  here  be  detailed, 
this  was  taken  to  approximate  to  130,000.  The  result  obtained  by 
the  “ sugar  cards  ” at  the  end  of  the  year' showed  that  this  esti- 
mate was  not  far  wrong,  and  probably  underestimated  the 
population. 

(The  figure  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  estima- 
tion of  the  local  death  rate  was  128,098,  and  that  for  the  birth  rate 

142,793)- 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  Wards. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  populations  of  the 
several  wards,  and  the  particulars  on  w^hich  these  estimates  are 
based,  viz.,  the  newdy-completed  houses  at  the  middle  of  the 
year,  the  houses  demolished,  and  vacant  houses ; it  also  gives 
the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  several  w-ards,  based  on  these 
estimates,  and  also  the  infantile  mortality  rates,  which  being  based 
on  the  comparison  of  the  infantile  deaths  to  the  actual  number 
of  births  which  occurred,  are  not  based  on  estimates. 
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The  foUowmg  Tables  record  the  vital  statistics  and  general  growth 
of  the  City  as  far  as  information  can  be  acquired. 

Coventry  was  constituted  a separate  County  by  Charter  of 
Henry  VI.,  1451. 

Incorporated  with  the  County  of  Warwick,  1842. 

Constituted  a County  Borough,  1888. 


Area  = 4.147  acres. 

Rateable  Value,  1917  ^514,632  os. 

..  ..  1907  ^338, 516  os. 

..  1897  £205,507  los. 

Density  of  Population,  1917  = 31 '3  per  acre. 

1911  = 25-8 
,,  ,,  1901  = 16-9 


Average  number  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house,  1917  = 47 


1916  = 4-6 
1915  = 4-6 
1914  = 4-6 
1913  = 4‘5 
1912  = 4-5 
1911  = 4-5 
1901  = 4-5 
1891  = 4-5 


/ 
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Year. 

— 

Houses 

Inhabited. 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Mortality. 

Zymotic 

Mortality. 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1000  born. 

Birth 

Rate. 

1377 

••• 

... 

7.000 

... 

... 

1586 

... 

... 

6,502 

... 

1643 

... 

... 

9,500 

... 

... 

1694 

... 

... 

6,711 

... 

... 

1723 

1.934 

... 

c> 

... 

... 

1748 

2,066 

... 

12,817 

32  ? 

... 

... 

35? 

1801 

2,930 

... 

16,034 

... 

... 

••• 

1811 

3.448 

•60 

17,923 

... 

... 

... 

1821 

3.729 

*114 

21,448 

... 

... 

[ 

1831 

5.444 

*421 

27,298 

... 

... 

••• 

IH 

CO 

M 

6.531 

*590 

31,032 

• • 

• • 

. •« 

• • • 

Ten  Years 

' Average. 

1851 

7.783 

*151 

36,812 

27 

... 

... 

1861 

8,991 

*1,026 

40,936 

25 

... 

1871 

8,535 

•816 

37,670 

22 

... 

... 

i88x 

9,223 

•643 

42,111 

20 

33 

150 

35'4 

1891 

11,496 

*284 

52,724 

i8-5 

1-7 

142 

32*0 

1901 

15,571 

353 

69,877 

i6’96 

1-9 

1537 

29-8 

1911 

19,500 

218 

87,188 

i3‘7 

I '4 

109-3 

28-0 

/ 

1897 

ti2,440 

73 

61,234 

i6-8 

n 

18 

157 

3i’3 

1898 

1 12,939 

75 

61,555 

17-3 

29 

200 

31-1 

ti899 

ti3.297 

II2 

61,796 

19-0 

22 

164 

30-3 

1900 

15,461 

292 

70.075 

i7‘5 

24 

131 

323 

1901 

15,571 

353 

^^0,300 

17-1 

25 

150 

29‘2 

I9II 

23.515 

95 

107,287 

I3'3 

2-o8 

109-8 

26-9 

1912 

24,590 

50 

111,166 

II-9 

i'35 

76-1 

26-4 

1913 

25,051 

113 

115,064 

II-4 

o'84 

91-6 

26-0 

1914 

25,860 

99 

II9.003 

11-7 

O' 70 

84-6 

26-9 

1915 

26,667 

56 

122,982 

12*9 

i'39 

87-8 

23-8 

1916 

27,366 

12 

127,089 

10-9 

1-23 

87-5 

235 

1917 

27,531 

15 

130,000 

10*4 

0-47 

78-5 

20-2 

•This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or  factories,  if  not 


occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 

♦ This  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 
i These  figures  omit  the  added  area. 
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Marriages 

The  number  of  marriages  has  been  155.  This  gives  a 
marriage  rate  of  17.7. 

The  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  17.9. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relation  with  the  figures  of 
previous  years,  and  with  the  marriage  rate  for  the  country 
generally  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Marriages 

Rate. 

Rate  for  England. 

1907 

797 

i8-3 

15-8 

1908 

778 

17*0 

14-9 

1909 

796 

17*0 

I4’6 

1910 

886 

17-4 

I4'8 

1911 

938 

17-4 

15-2 

1912 

959 

17*2 

15-5 

1913 

1026 

17-8 

i5‘5 

1914 

1091 

i8-2 

15-9 

1915 

1282 

20'8 

i9'3 

1916 

1184 

i8-6 

15-4 

1917 

1155 

177 

13-8 

Birtbfi. 

There  were  2,630  births  registered  as  having  taken  place 
during  the  year  within  the  City  ; 5 of  these  were  transferred  out, 
and  10  occurring  elsewhere  were  transferred  here,  leaving  2,635. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  year  has  been  20.2.  The  average  rate  for 
the  previous  ten  years  was  26.5.'  There  were  91  illegitimate  births 
registered,  or  3.4  per  cent,  of  the  total.  In  1916  the  percentage 
was  2.6,  and  in  1915  1.9.  It  will  be  noted  that  this  is  the  lowest 
rate  hitherto  recorded  locally,  and  that  this  synchronises  with  a 
corresponding  fall  in  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  birth  rate  is  compared  with  that  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

1907 

2571 

295 

26-3 

1908 

2630 

28‘g 

26-5 

1909 

2601 

278 

256 

1910 

2674 

26‘2 

248 

1911 

2886 

26-9 

24-4 

1912 

2943 

26*4 

238 

1913 

2999 

26-0 

239 

1914 

3203 

267 

238 

1915 

2936 

23-8 

21-8 

1916 

2993 

23-5 

21*6 

1917 

2635 

20*2 

17  7 

CHART  SHOWING  DECLINE  OF  COVE  NTRY  B I RTH  RATE  SINCE  1881. 
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CHART  SHOWING  DECLINE  OF  COVENTRY  DEATH  RATE  SINCE  1861. 
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Deaths. 

There  have  been  1,370  deaths  registered  as  having  taken 
place  during  the  year  within  your  City;  of  these,  80  were  deaths 
of  non-residents ; these  have  been  referred  to  the  districts  in 
which  the  persons  ordinarily  resided ; and  there  were  64  deaths  of 
residents  which  occurred  elsewhere;  these  have  to  be  added  to  the 
above  number.  The  actual  number  of  deaths,  therefore,  which  has 
to  be  regarded  in  estimating  the  death  rate  is  1,354.  This  gives 
a recorded  death  rate  of  10.41  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
On  page  13  is  represented  a table  showing  the  weekly  variations 
in  the  uncorrected  death  rates  for  the  expired  portions  of  each  year 
for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mean  age  at  death  of  the 
persons  who  died  in  the  past  twenty-one  years  : — 


Year. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total  completed 
Years  Lived. 

Mean  Age  at 
Death. 

1917 

1354 

56414 

41-6 

1916 

1395 

49973 

35-8 

1915 

1595 

59807 

37-5 

1914 

1399 

65635 

39-7 

1913 

1318 

48110 

36-6 

1912 

1330 

49040 

36-8 

' 1911 

1431 

50873 

35-4 

1910 

1162 

44595 

38-3 

1909 

1285 

46589 

36-2 

1908 

1217 

45744 

37-5 

1907 

1152 

42072 

36-6 

1906 

1247 

45236 

36-2 

1905 

1114 

41866 

380 

1904 

1132 

39623 

35  0 

1903 

1188 

43270 

36-4 

1902 

1007 

36743 

36-4 

1901 

1203 

39709 

330 

1900 

1223 

42687 

34-6 

1899 

1182 

40156 

36-5 

1893 

1060 

29858 

28-1 

To  compare  the  “ Recorded  ” death  rate  with  that  of  other 

towns,  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  allowance  for  the  difference  in 

age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  different  towns.  This  is  done  by 

obtaining  from  the  “ Standard  ” * death  rate  of  each  town  the 

“Factor  for  Correction.’’!  The  “Factor  for  Correction’’  for 

•The  “Standard  ’’  death  rate  signifies  the  rate  at  all  ages  calculated  on  the 
hypothesis  that  the  rates  for  each  sex  at  each  of  twelve  age-periods  in  each 
town  were  the  same  as  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  ten  years  1901-1911. 

t The  “ Factor  for  Correction  ” is  obtained  by  dividing  the  “ Standard  ” death 
rate  in  England  and  Wales  by  the  “ Standard’’  death  rate  in  each  town,  and  is  the 
figure  by  which  the  “ Recorded ’’ death  rate  should  be  multiplied  in  order  to  correct 
for  variations  of  sex  and  age  distribution.  This  gives  the  “Corrected  ’’  death  rate. 
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Coventry  is  1.0671  ; the  recorded  death  rate  is  then  multiplied 
by  this  factor  for  correction,  and  the  resulting  figure  is  the 
“ Corrected  ” death  rate.  The  corrected  death  rate  of  Coventry 
in  1917  was  ii.io;  this  is  in  excess  (.69)  of  the  recorded  death 
rate,  which  is  another  way  of  saying  that  in  Coventry  the  sex  and 
age  constitution  of  the  population  is  so  circumstanced  that  it  tends 
to  the  advantage  of  Coventry,  so  far  as  the  actual  death  rate 
recorded  is  concerned. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  ...  14.4 

,,  ,,  the  96  great  towns  was  ...  14.6 

,,  ,,  the  148  smaller  towns  was  ...  13.1 
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DEATH  RATE. 

I 

From  ist  of  January  each  year  to  the  end  of  each  week,  or  to  the  Saturday 
nearest  to  the  date  mentioned  in  the  first  column  for  the  past  lo  years. 


0) 

0) 

Date.  ' 

1 

0 

0 

00 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Av'rage 
for  past 

>■ 

K*  1 

. .1 

10  years 

I 

Jan.  ' 
..  7 

I I'O 

i6’o  i 

9'3 

13-1 

9-8 

87 

10-5 

II-5 

11*0 

ii'i 

II’2 

2 

..  14  . 

13-5 

121 

lO'O 

140 

13  <5 

10-3 

i6-8 

I2‘9 

I2'9 

II-6 

127 

3 

oi  s 

It  1 

12*9 

12*2 

10-7 

15-0 

137 

12*0 

167 

II-8 

I2’6 

IO-6 

I2'8 

4 

..  28  ! 

I3‘6 

i3'4 

12-3 

16-4 

14-5 

13-1 

17-6 

12-3 

12-8 

ii'3 

137 

Feb. 

5 

I.  4 1 

I3‘4 

12*9 

13-2 

15  7 

14-8 

14-8 

177 

i3'3 

12-6 

11*6 

14*0 

6 

..  II 

140 

13-2 

I3I 

i6-2 

I5‘4 

I5’5 

16  2 

13-6 

I2'9 

12*0 

i4'3 

7 

,,  18 

13-2 

13-4 

i3‘i 

i6*i 

I5'3 

160 

16-5 

14-5 

I3'2 

I3'5 

14-4 

8 

..  25 

13-5 

13-9 

12*9 

157 

I4‘6 

16.0 

15-6 

147 

130 

i3'4 

i4'3 

Mar. 

9 

..  4 

13-5 

14*0 

13-0 

i5‘4 

141 

157 

15-1 

15-2 

12-9 

I2'9 

i4’i 

10 

.t  II 

I3'9 

I4'6 

I3'3 

15-1 

13-8 

15-2 

15-0 

14-9 

12-9 

12*7 

141 

II 

..  18 

i4'3 

150 

13-2 

15-5 

13  9 

15-9 

I4'8 

15-1 

12-5 

I2'8 

I4'3 

12 

25  1 

I4'3 

14-7 

131 

i5‘6 

140 

15-4 

145 

I4'8 

12-8 

124 

14-1 

April  i 

14-8 

13 

..  I 1 

141 

151 

12-7 

15-9 

14-3 

15  I 

14-5 

127 

12-4 

14-1 

14 

..  8 1 

14*0 

151 

12-7 

15-8 

13  9 

14  6 

14-4 

14-1 

12-5 

I2'5 

13-9 

15 

..  15 

14-1 

15-3 

i2‘6 

15-6 

13  5 

141 

140 

i5‘4 

I2'6 

12-5 

I3'9 

i6 

22  1 

14-4 

15-0 

12-7 

15-2 

13  3 

13  8 

I4'o 

157 

I2’6 

127 

13-9 

I? 

..  29  1 

14-4 

15-1 

12-8 

147 

13-1 

137 

13  8 

157 

126 

I2’6 

13-8 

May  1 

i8 

■■ 

I3'8 

15  0 • 

I2’6 

147 

130 

137 

13-5 

15-6 

12-5 

12  4 

13-6 

19 

..  13 

i4'3 

15-3 

12-6 

14-6 

131 

137 

13-3 

i5'4 

12  4 

I2'3 

137 

20 

..  20 

14-3 

15-5 

12-5 

14-2 

12  8 

13  4 

I3'4 

15-2 

12*2 

12  0 

13-5 

21 

..  27 

14-1 

15-6 

I2‘4 

142 

I2’2 

13  3 

13-3 

15-0 

I2I 

11-8 

13-4 

J une 

22 

..  3 

14*0 

i5'4 

12-4 

14*0 

12-6 

13-2 

131 

14-8 

12*1 

11*6 

I3'3 

23 

I3'8 

i5'5 

12*2 

13-8 

12-5 

13  0 

13-2 

14-3 

II-9 

11*6 

13-2 

24 

..  '7 

13-7 

i5‘5 

12*2 

13-8 

12-6 

12.9 

131 

14-5 

II7 

II-4 

13-1 

25 

..  24 
July 
.>  I 

13-6 

15-2 

I2'I 

13-8 

12-4 

127 

12’9 

14.2 

117 

1 1*2 

12*9 

26 

13-5 

i5‘3 

11-9 

137 

12  3 

12-6 

12*9 

I4’0 

II-6 

11*2 

12-9 

27 

■ > 8 

13-4 

15-2 

11*8 

137 

12*0 

12-5 

12*7 

13-9 

II-4 

ii-i 

127 

28 

..  15 

i3'3 

14-4 

II-7 

i3'5 

12-0 

I2-5 

12-6 

137 

II-3 

ll-o 

I2’6 

29 

..  22 

132 

15-0 

II-7 

i3’4 

II7 

12-4 

12-5 

13-6 

11*2 

10*9 

12-5 

30 

..  29 

I3’3 

14-9 

117 

13  3 

II-5 

12-3 

12*4 

i3'5 

II'O 

10*9 

12-4 

Aug.  V 

31 

1 1 5 

13-4 

I4‘8 

11*0 

13-3 

II. 0 

12*1 

12*2 

i3‘4 

10-9 

107 

12*2 

32 

..  12 

i3'4 

I4'6 

10*9 

13-2 

II-3 

12*0 

I2I 

13-2 

10-8 

io‘6 

I2‘2 

33 

..  19 

i3'3 

14-4 

10-8 

13-3  • 

II-3 

II-9 

12*2 

130 

10*7 

10-5 

I2'I 

34 

26 

Sept. 

,,  2 

13:4 

14-3 

10-9 

13-6 

11*2 

11*3 

12*0 

12*9 

io'6 

10*4 

I2I 

35 

13-4 

14-2 

00 

b 

M 

13-6 

II-2 

117 

II-9 

12*9 

10*4 

10*4 

12*0 

36 

..  9 

13-4 

14-2 

107 

137 

II-3 

117 

12*0 

12*7 

io'4 

10-2 

12*0 

37 

..  16 

13-4 

147 

107 

13-8 

II  0 

II-6 

II-9 

127 

10-3 

10*1 

120 

38 

i ..  23 

13-3 

13-8 

10*7 

13-8 

II-3 

II-5 

II-8 

12-6 

10-2 

10*0 

II-9 

39 

..30 

1 Ort 

13-2 

13-8 

io’8 

137 

II‘2 

II-5 

II-8 

12-6 

10-3 

10*0 

II-8 

40 

! ..  7 

13-2 

13-8 

io'8 

13-6 

HI 

II-4 

ri7 

127 

10*2 

10*0 

II-8 

41 

; ..  14 

13-1 

13  7 

10*9 

13-6 

1 1 0 

II-5 

117 

I2'6 

10*2 

9‘9 

1 1-8 

42 

j 21 

13-1 

13  6 

10*9 

13-5 

1 10 

II-5 

11*6 

I2'6 

10*1 

9-9 

U7 

43 

..28 

1 Nov. 

13-0 

13-5 

10*9 

13-4 

1 1 0 

11-4 

11*6 

12-5 

lO'I 

9‘9 

117 

44 

11  4 

13  2 

I3‘4 

10-9 

13-3 

1 1 -2 

II-4 

II-5 

12-6 

lO’I 

9-9 

117 

45 

II 

13  2 

13-4 

107 

i3’3 

II  3 

II-4 

II-4 

I2‘6 

lO'O 

9'9 

117 

46 

1 ,,  18 

13-2 

i3'4 

io‘8 

13-2 

II-4 

II-4 

II-4 

127 

10*1 

9‘9 

117 

47 

! -.25 

! Dec. 

13-2 

i3‘4 

io’8 

: 13-1 

ii'4 

II-3 

II-4 

I2'6 

10-2 

99 

117 

48 

,,  2 

130 

13-5 

io'9 

13-1 

III 

II-3 

11*2 

127 

10-3 

9-8 

11*6 

49 

i 9 

13-1 

137 

10*9 

j i3'o 

II-5 

11*2 

II-4 

12*8 

10*4 

97 

117 

50 

1 ,,  16 

i3'i 

137 

10*9 

13-0 

II  6 

II-3 

II-4 

127 

10-5 

9-8 

11*8 

51 

1 ..  23 

13-2 

■ 13  7 

10*9 

13-0 

ii'6 

II-3 

II-4 

127 

10*7 

9-8 

II-8 

52 

! ..  30 

1 

13-1 

1 13  7 

II-3 

13-0 

117 

H*2 

II-4 

I2'8 

10*9 

99 

II-9 

Meteorology. 

Meteorological  observations  are  made  daily  at  the  City 
Hospital,  and  posted  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall.  Monthly  records  of 
them  are  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological  Office,  and  published 
by  that  Office  in  the  monthly  weather  reports. 

The  relationship  existing  between  the  death  rate  and  the 
temperature,  and  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  is  graphically 
represented  in  the  curves  on  the  plate  on  the  opposite  page. 

The  summary  of  the  meteorological  observations  taken  during 

the  year  is  given  on  page  19. 

a 

The  highest  temperature  recorded  in  the  shade  was  on  June 
17th,  when  85.4°  F.  was  reached.  Freezing  point  or  below  was 
recorded  in  the  screen  on  72  days  during  the  year ; these  days  were 
distributed  throughout  the  months  as  below  ; — 


January 

15 

July 

February 

14 

August 

March 

13 

September 

April 

10 

October 

3 

May 

November 

2 

June 

December 

15 

The  highest  temperature  recorded  four  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground  was  57.9°  F.,  on  July  29th,  30th,  and  31st,  .A.ugust 
I St,  2nd,  2oth,  and  23rd,  and  that  one  foot  below  the  surface  was 
65°  F.,  on  July  26th. 

Rain  fell  on  184  days.  The  total  rainfall  at  the  City  Hospital 
amounted  to  25.386  inches,  or  3.09  inches  less  than  in  1916. 

The  greatest  fall  recorded  in  any  24  hours,  from  9 a.m.  to 
9 a.m.,  was  noted  on  i8th  September,  when  the  amount  collected 
was  0.93  inches. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  rain  gauge  situated  on  the  ground, 
there  is  an  automatic  rain  gauge  at  this  station;  its  funnel 
is  situated  4 feet  ii  inches  above  the  ground;  this  collected  21.0 
inches  of  rain. 

The  daily  records  of  rainfall  for  the  year  are  given  on  the 
next  page. 


CITY  OF  COVENTRY,  1917 


RAINFALL 
IN  TENTHS 
OF  AN  INCH. 


PER  CENT.  OF 
ATMOSPHERIC 
MOISTURE. 


4 FOOT  EARTH 
TEMPERATURE 

MEAN 

TEMPERATURE 


DEATH  RATE. 


ZYMOTIC 
DEATH  RATE. 


CHART  ILLUSTRATING  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  DEATH  RATES 
AND  PRINCIPAL  METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS. 
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RAINFALL,  1917. 


Datt. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in.  1 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

I 

• • 

• • 

•05 

• • 

• • 

•69 

•21 

•02 

•17 

2 

•02 

•• 

•• 

•13 

•12 

•02 

*01 

•02 

3 

•08 

•• 

•27 

• • 

•01 

1 

•• 

*16 

•33 

•04 

•• 

4 

■15 

•14 

•02 

•• 

•• 

•14 

•38 

•• 

5 

•15 

•07 

•17 

•• 

•• 

•03 

01 

•04 

•09 

6 

•02 

• • 

•30 

•• 

•• 

•14 

•05 

•01 

7 

00 

•03 

•• 

•06 

•II 

•• 

8 

•57 

• • 

*12 

•• 

•• 

•32 

• • 

•43 

•19 

•15 

9 

•04 

-07 

•08 

■32 

•• 

■30 

•17 

10 

•36 

•30 

•04 

•84 

•• 

•13 

• • 

•• 

II 

•10 

•II 

•28 

•• 

• • 

•15 

•02 

•24 

•bi 

12 

•15 

*02 

01 

•19 

■45 

•01 

*01 

•28 

•01 

•01 

13 

•01 

•04 

•14 

06 

*02 

•02 

•01 

•15 

•04 

•• 

*10 

• • 

15 

•• 

•• 

• • 

•• 

•23 

•004 

•05 

• • 

•07 

16 

•04 

•24 

•06 

•61 

*02 

•04 

• • 

•26 

17 

•01 

*01 

•02 

*10 

■43 

■50 

•32 

•03 

•04 

*5 

• • 

18 

004 

*01 

•02 

•07 

•01 

•22 

•13 

•93 

•04 

•• 

19 

•02 

•27 

•12 

•03 

•07 

•03 

• • 

*02 

20 

•17 

• • 

•43 

•20 

•17 

•04 

•03 

•01 

21 

*02 

•08 

•07 

•14 

•26 

■03 

•01 

• • 

22 

■17 

•• 

•04 

•02 

•16 

• • 

23 

•01 

•17 

•12 

•• 

•25 

•06 

•05 

■03 

24 

•05 

•004 

•50 

• • 

•08 

*20 

•06 

•01 

25 

• • 

i *03 

1 

•07 

. .. 

•• 

•02 

.. 

•11 

26 

i • • 

! 

•• 

• • 

•• 

•44 

•II 

• • 

* • 

27 

1 

•• 

■ ’01 

• • 

•15 

•18 

■05 

•72 

• • 

• • 

28 

1 • 

1 

*004 

■05 

• • 

•42 

•II 

•04 

•02 

29 

! 

•02 

•02 

• • 

•08 

•12 

*06 

' • • 

■39 

•21 

30 

•or 

1 

1^ 

. 

•52 

•24 

• • 

■02 

•01 

• • 

31 

1 • • 

• • 

*08 

“ 

• • 

•06 

•02 

Totals 

1-984 

i 

1-234 

i'524 

1 

j I'32 

2-65 

3-60 

2-14 

4'584 

1-47 

3’05 

00 

•98 

No.  0 

Rain 

Days. 

r, 

! 15 

i 

14 

! 

i 19 

i 

j 

15 

10 

1 

1 1 

27 

II 

1 

15 

12 

Total  Rainfall  for  Year  = 25-386  inches : No.  of  Rain  Days  184. 
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RAINFALL  AT  DIFFERENT  LOCAL  STATIONS. 

1917- 


City 

Hospital. 

Spencer 

Road. 

St.  Paul's 
Road. 

Pumping 

Station, 

Whitley. 

January 

1-984 

1-98 

212 

2-28 

February 

i‘234 

1-17 

1-23 

I I6 

March 

1-524 

1-46 

1-32 

1-14 

April . . 

1-320 

1-24 

1-55 

1-19 

May  . . 

2-650 

2-78 

3-03 

2-08 

June  .. 

3-600 

3-29 

3-63 

3-18 

July 

2140 

307 

1-97 

1-93 

August 

4-584 

3-91 

4-81 

4-91 

September 

1-470 

1-53 

1-78* 

1-77 

October 

3-050 

305 

3-06 

2-55 

November 

0-850 

0-83 

0-95 

0-77 

December 

0-980 

104 

095 

0-95 

Total 

25-386 

25-35 

26-40 

23  91 

*From  the  26th  September  these  readings  were  taken  at  Radclifie  Road. 


For  the  records  of  rainfall  at  Spencer  Road,  St.  Paul’s  Road 
and  Radcliffe  Road,  and  Whitley,  I am  indebted  to  the  courtesy 
of  the  late  Major  R.  B.  Caldicott,  J.P.,  Mr.  J.  B.  Morris,  and  the 
City  Engineer  respectively. 

The  monthly  amounts  of  rain  registered  at  the  City  Hospital 
are  given  on  the  next  page,  together  with  the  corresponding  tables 
for  the  previous  twenty  years. 
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The  average  yearly  rainfall  at  this  station  for  the  preceding 
twenty-five  years,  1892  to  1916,  was  25.51  inches.  The  rainfall 
for  1917  was  therefore  0.124  inches  below  the  average  for  these 
years. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  Midland  Counties,  as  recorded  by 
the  Meteorological  Olhce,  was  26.5  in  1917. 

Below  is  given  the  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine  recorded 
during  each  of  the  past  eleven  years  by  the  two  sunshine  recorders 
in  use;  the  Campbell-Stokes  instrument  is  the  only  one  recognised 
by  the  Meteorological  Office. 


Year. 

Campbell-Stokes’ 
Sunshine  Recorder. 

Jordan’s 

Sunshine  Recorder. 

Hours. 

Hours. 

1907 

1354 

1197 

1908 

1406 

1220 

1909 

1478 

1249 

1910 

1312 

1104 

I9II 

1555 

1446 

1912 

1125 

1094 

1913 

1169 

1107 

1914 

1452 

1315 

1915 

1463 

1260 

1916 

1220 

II2I 

1917 

1326 

1312 

A Meteorological  Station  has  now  existed  at  the  City  Hospital 
for  twenty-six  years.  The  records  give  data  for  calculating  the 
‘ mean  ’*  monthly  temperatures  over  this  period  of  time.  These 
are  as  follow  : — 


January 

• ■ 38-2° 

July 

...  6i-5° 

February 

...  39-1° 

August 

...  6o-6° 

March 

...  41-9° 

September 

...  56-3° 

April 

...  47-0° 

October 

...  49-2° 

May 

•••  527° 

November 

...  43-2° 

June 

...  58-3° 

December 

...  39-6° 

Meteorological  Observations  made  at  the  City  Hospital,  Coventry,  1917 

Lat.  52?  24'  34"  Long.  1°  30'  20'  Height  of  rim  of  rain  gauge  above  mean  Sea  Level  271ft. 
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TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1917 

previous  Years. 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  I. 


Notes.— This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  during  the  calendar  year  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it 
with  the  corre.sponding  rates.  The  rates  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross 
population  as  stated  in  Column  2.  In  a district  in  which  large  Public  Institutions  for 
the  sick  or  infirm  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Columns  5 and  13  may  be 
calculated  on  a nett  population,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross 
population  the  average  number  of  inmates  not  belonging  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 

* In  Column  6 are  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  calendar 
year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district,  but  excluding  the  deaths  of  soldiem 
and  sailors  that  have  occurred  in  hospitals  and  institutions  in  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of 
the  numllfer  in  Column  8 and  byn.ddition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column 
10  are  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  1,  included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  addition  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  9. 

t The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  from  the  returns  made  'to  him  by  the 
local  Registrar  of  Deaths,  as  welljus  from  the  quarterly  lists  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  to  fill  in  Column  8 in  accordance  with  the  rule  in  the  next  paragraph  below. 
The  Registrar-General,  either  directly  or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
will  supply  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  particulars  of  deaths  to  be  entered 
in  Column  9 ; and  all  such  deaths  are  included  in  this  Column,  unless  an  error 
is  detected,  and  its  correction  has  been  accepted  by  the  Registrar-General.  For 
Column  4 the  Registrar-General  will  furnish  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a 
Statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  subtracted  from  the 
total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 

{“Transferable  Deaths’*  are  deaths  of  pemons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual 
residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 
The  deaths  of  persons  without  fixed  or  usual  residence,  e.g.,  casuals,  are  not 
included  in  Columns  8 or  9,  except  in  certain  instances  under  3 (6)  below.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  state  in  Column  8 the  number  of  transferable  deaths  of  “non- 
residents” which  are  to  be  deducted,  and  will  state  in  Column  9 the  number  of  deaths 
of  “residents”  registered  outside  the  district  which  are  to  be  added  in  calculating 
the  nett  death-rate  of  his  district. 

The  following  specia}  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable  Deaths ; — 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm,  such  as  hospitals,  lunatic 
asylums,  workhouses,  and  nursing  homes  (but  not  almshouses)  have  been  regarded  as 
re.sidents  of  the  district  in  which  they  had  a fixed  or  usual  residence  at  the  time  of 
admission.  If  the  person  dying  in  an  Institution  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  of 
admission,  the  death  is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly  transferred 
from  one  such  institution  to  another,  the  death  is  transferable  to  the  district  of  residence 
at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  first  Institution. 

(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  bom  and  dying  within  a year  of  birth  in  an  Institution 
to  which  the  mother  was  admitted  for  her  confinement  have  been  referred  to  the 
district  of  fixed  or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

(3)  Deaths  from  Violence  have  been  referred  («)  to  the  district  of  residence,  under  the 
general  rule  ; (6)  if  this  district  is  unknown,  or  the  deceased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  the 
district  where  the  accident  occurred,  if  known  ; (c)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  death 
occurced,  if  known;  and  (d)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found. 


TABLE  II.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during:  the  Year  1917 
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TABLE  III.— Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  durin&f 

Year  1917. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents" 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the 
District  (a). 

W5 

o « 

a 

Causes  op  Death. 

1 

CA 

to 

cd 

< 

2 

CO  Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  2. 

2 and  under  5. 

05  5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25. 

® 25  and  under  45. 

to  45  and  under  65. 

g 65  and  upwards. 

Total  Deaths  whetl 

i->  “ Residents  " or  “ Nc 

•-‘dents”  in  Institution 

District  (6). 

All  causes  \ (c) 

All  causes  | Uncertified 

1340 

200 

51 

48 

62 

58 

219 

305 

397 

367 

14 

7 

1 

5 

1 

Enterio  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

Measles  . . 

21 

1 

11 

5 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

. • 

i 

. , 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

26 

1 

. , 

11 

13 

1 

7 

Influenza  . . 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

• . 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis) 

156 

3 

10 

20 

77 

44 

2 

40 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

26 

5 

3 

6 

7 

2 

3 

. . 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

24 

2 

3 

5 

1 

5 

6 

2 

7 ' 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

90 

. • 

1 

, , 

, , 

16 

43 

30 

25 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Meningitis  (See  note  (d)) 

10 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease . . 

100 

• • 

2 

4 

17 

35 

42 

11 

Bronchitis 

110 

20 

5 

5 

23 

57 

26 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . . 

105 

15 

9 

7 

4 

5 

21 

27 

17 

29 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
organs  . . 

16 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

(See  note  (e)) 

45 

24 

6 

2 

8 

3 

2 

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

5 

, , 

i 

1 

1 

2 

• • 

9 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

4 

1 

Alcoholism 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

19 

1 

1 

5 

9 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Fever . . 

1 

1 

, , 

1,  . 

, , 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

5 

1 

4 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 
mation, including  Premature 
Birth  , . 

95 

92 

2 

1 

10 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide  . . 

27 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

5 

7 

24 

Suicide 

3 

2 

i 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

429 

39 

5 

8 

6 

13 

36 

97 

230 

150 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

19 

• • 

1 

3 

11 

4 

5 

1354 

207 

51 

48 

62 

58 

220 

310 

398 

367 

Sub  Entries  included  in  above 
figures. 

14.  (a)  Oerebro-spinal  Menin- 
gitis  

i 

1 

28.  (a)  Poliomyelitis  . . 

. • 

*Lobar  Pneumonia  . . 

27 

2 

1 

2 

8 

11 

3 

8 

•Pneumonia  (type  not  stated) 

48 

4 

3 

3 

_3 

13 

11 

11 

21 

* Sub-Entries  should  here  be  made  for  other  deaths  which  it  is  desirable  to  distinguish 
on  account  of  their  administrative  importance  or  special  interest  (e.ff.,  any  deaths  from 
Anthrax,  Typhus  or  Glanders,  which  have  been  included  under  28,  "Othfr  Defined  Diseatei" 
or  deaths  from  pneumonia  other  than  broncho-pneumonia  which  have  been  included 
under  17,  Pneumonia  all  forma).  , 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  III. 


The  classification  and  numbering  of  Causes  of  Death  are  those  of  the 
Short  List”  on  page  XXY.  of  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of 
Causes  of  Death. 

(u)  All  “Transferable  Deaths’’  of  residents,  i.e.,  of  persons  resident  in  the 
District  who  have  died  outside  it,  are  included  with  the  other  deaths 
in  columns  2-10.  Transferable  deaths  of  non-residents,  i.e.,  of  persons 
resident  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales  who  have  died  in  the  District, 
are  in  like  manner  excluded  from  these  columns.  For  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  term  “ transferable  deaths  ’’  see  footnote  to  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  column  2 of  Table  III.  equal  the  figures  for  the  j-ear  in 
column  12  of  Table  I. 

{b)  All  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  for  the  sick  and  infirm  situated  within 
the  district,  whether  of  residents  or  of  non-residents,  are  entered  in  the 
last  column  of  Table  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest 

cases  are  classed  as  “Certified’’;  all  otlier  deaths  are  regarded  as 
“ Uncertified.’’ 

(d)  Exclusive  of  “Tuberculous  Meningitis’’  (io),  but  inclusive  of  Cerebro- 

spinal Meningitis. 

(e)  Title  19  is  used  for  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  at  all  ages.  (In 

the  “Short  List’’  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years 
are  included  under  Title  19  ; those  at  2 years  and  over  being  placed 
under  Title  28). 

N.B. — Deaths  of  soldiers  and  sailors  occurring  in  hospitals  and  institutions  in 
the  district  are  excluded  from  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  district,  and  such  deaths  are  in  like  manner  excluded  from  column 
II  of  Table  III. 
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TABLE  IV.— Infant  Mortality  during:  the  year  1917. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under  i Week 

1-2  Weeks. 

V) 

V 

V 

CO 

t/) 

• 

CO 

Total  under 

4 Weeks. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

1 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

“ 1 S'i.'Siid 

58 

6 

13 

9 

I I 

91 

6 

43 

I 

28 

25 

13 

200 

7 

Small-pox  

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

^ Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

I 

Erysipelas  ...  

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

2 

I 

I 

5 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  (^)  ...  ... 

I 

I 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

I 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous) 

... 

2 

2 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  

I 

3 

4 

4 

3 

2 

I 

14 

Laryngitis 

I 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

I 

2 

10 

2 

3 

3 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

I 

I 

• • • 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

15 

( Dianhoea  

1 

I 

2 

3 

2 

8 

1 Enteritis  ...  

I 

I 

2 

4 

4 

4 

3 

I 

16 

Gastritis  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilis 

I 

I 

I 

3 

4 

4 

2 

13 

Rickets  ... 

. .. 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Atelectasis 

1 

I 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  (c) 

6 

2 

I 

9 

3 

2 

3 

17 

■ 

Premature  Birth  ...  

31 

4 

3 

2 

40 

2 

1 

4^1 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

21 

2 

2 

I 

26 

4 

I 

I 

32 

Other  Causes  ...  

I 

... 

I 

3 

I 

I 

6 

Totals  ... 

64 

13 

9 

11 

97 

44 

28 

25 

13 

207 

Nell  Births  in  the  year; — Legitimate,  *,544;  Illegitimate,  91. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  { nje^IhlTat'e  h[fa"nts,T' 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  IV. 


(fl)  The  total  in  the  last  column  of  Table  IV.  equals  the  total  in  column  10  of  Table 
I,  and  in  column  3 of  Table  III. 

(b)  Under  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  are  included  deaths  from  Tuberculous  Peritonitis  and 
Enteritis  and  from  Tabes  Mesenterica. 

(r)  The  total  deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations,  Premature  Birth,  Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus,  equal  the  total  in  Table  III.  for  ages  under  one  year,  under  the 
heading  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  including  Premature  Birth. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  is  included  under  Atrophy  and  Debility. 

(d)  For  references  to  the  meaning  of  any  other  headings,  see  notes  attached  to  Table  III, 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  207  deaths  of  Infants  below  one  year  of  age;  this 
gives  a mortality  per  thousand  births  of  78.5.  The  average 
mortality  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  91.3. 


The  following  table  shows,  for  the  past  twenty-five  years, 
the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  per 
thousand  births  in  Coventry  compared  with  England  -and  W'alcs 
generally  : — 


Year. 

England  and  Wales. 

Coventry. 

1893 

159 

160 

1894 

137 

^57 

189s 

161 

152 

1896 

148 

149 

1897 

156 

157 

1898 

i6t 

200 

CO 

163 

164 

1900 

154 

J3I 

1901 

151 

150 

1902 

133 

107 

1903 

132 

114 

1904 

146 

137 

1905 

128 

104 

1906 

133 

144 

1907 

118 

102 

1908 

121 

93 

.1909 

109 

96 

1910 

106 

86 

1911 

128 

105 

T9I2 

95 

76 

19^3 

109 

91.6 

1914 

104.8 

84.6 

1915 

IIO.O 

87.8 

1916 

91.0 

87-5 

1917 

97.0 

78.5 

The  infantile  mortality  of  the  g6  great  towns 
London)  was  104;  that  of  the  148  smaller  towns,  93; 
England  and  Wales,  97. 


(including 
and  that’ in 


HEALTH  VISITORS’  REPORT. 

Miss  Barratt,  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  furnishes  the 
following  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  relating  to 
Infant  Welfare  ; — 


COVENTRY  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
' CHART  SINCE  1870. 
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“ Out  of  the  total  number  of  births  (2,635)  registered  in  the 
City,  2,008  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  for  the  first 
time.  This  visit  is  tigied  to  take  place  about  a fortnight  after  the 
birth  of  the  infant,  and  the  mother  is  helped  by  advice  just  when 
she  is  feeling  the  loss  of  her  nurse  or  midwife.  Many  questions 
are  asked  by  the  mother  when  her  confidence  has  been  gained,  and 
the  'Health  Visitors  are  often  greeted  with  words  like  these  ; 
‘ I was  hoping  you  would  call  soon,’  or,  ‘I’m  so  glad  to  see  you. 
I’ve  wanted  to  ask  your  advice,’  thus  proving  that  previous  help 
given  was  not  forgotten,  and  that  direct  personal  influence  has 
been  of  use  in  bringing  about  changes  for  the  better.  Systematic 
home  visiting  can  alone  ensure  that  each  mother  receives  the 
advice  she  needs ; and  that  if  the  infant  consultations  were  relied 
upon  entirely,  there  would  be  many  babies  that  escaped  notice. 

The  following  typical  cases  are  instances  of  the  want  of  know- 
ledge among  mothers  regarding  infants  and  their  requirements  : 
One  infant  was  discovered  having  banana  rvhen  only  four  months’ 
old ; another  baby  of  a fortnight  old  was  found  with  no  woollen 
clothing  on ; and  another  small  infant,  aged  four  weeks,  was 
having  tea  forced  into  its  mouth. 

RE-VISITS. 

There  have  been  2,403  re-visits  made  to  infants  throughout 
the  year.  The  figures  are  smaller  in  proportion,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  if  the  time  is  spent  in  weighing  babies  and  giving  advice 
at  Infant  Consultations,  it  cannot  be  spent  in  home  visiting. 
If  the  re-visits  are  added  to  the  total  number  of  visits  paid  by 
mothers  to  the  Infant  Consultations  (655),  we  may  say  that  the 
number  of  times  babies  have  been  seen  is  3>°5^>  ^4^  visits 

have  been  made  to  children  from  i to  5 years  of  age. 

The  objects  in  re-visiting  are  to  ascertain  if  the  baby  is 
improving,  and  whether  the  mother  is  having  any  difficulty  with 
the  feeding ; very  frequently  the  infant  has  been  given  the  bottle 
after  the  first  few  weeks  of  breast  feeding;  then  the  mother  is 
glad  of  any  help  and  advice  given.  One  of  the  greatest  hindrances 
to  breast  feeding  at  the  present  moment  is  the  worry  to  which  so 
many  mothers  have  been  subjected.  The  continued  strain  of  the 
war — more  married  men  having  been  taken  into  the  army  than 
formerly— and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  food,  all  make  breast 
feeding  a harder  task  than  formerly.  Artificial  feeding  is  also 
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difficult,  for  milk  is  clear  and  scarce;  thus  the  child  that  is  born 
during  the  time  of  war  has  a more  perilous  infancy  than  an  infant 
born  in  -former  years. 

DE.'XTHS. 

A few  enquiries  have  been  made  regarding  the  deaths  of 
infants,  if  the  illness  of  the  child  previous  to  its  death  was  not 
known  to  the  Health  Visitor.  In  most  cases  the  illness  of  the  child 
was  known,  and  all  was  being  done  that  could  possibly  be  done. 

COMFORTERS. 

The  bad  habit  of  giving  infants  a comforter  is  still  hard  to 
break  down.  A little  less  than  half  the  mothers  visited  are  found 
encouraging  their  babies  to  suck  a “ dummy  ” ; where  such  is  the 
practice  the  mother  is  warned  of  the  dangers  that  follow  this 
undesirable  habit. 

COTS. 

In  looking  back  for  the  last  ten  years  we  can  see  that  a great 
advance  has  been  made  by  mothers  in  order  to  secure  provision 
for  the  infant  sleeping  alone.  The  repeated  advice  which  has  been 
given  when  each  baby  has  arrived  shows  its  effect  in  the  figures 
we  are  able  to  give  this  year  : 90  per  cent,  of  the.  mothers  visited 
have  provided,  or  have  promised  to  get,  either  a cot  or  cradle  for 
the  baby  to  sleep  in  at  night. 

INFANT  CONSULTATION  CENTRE. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Military  Authorities  commandeered 
our  old  premises  in  Hay  Lane,  which  had  been  allocated  for  Infant 
Consultations  when  the  staff  vacated  them  for  the  new  offices  in 
the  Council  House,  a room  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  latter  build- 
ing has  been  lent  temporarily  by  the  kindness  of  the  Electricity 
Department.  It  is  open  three  half-days  per  week,  from  2-30  to 
4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  mothers  to  bring  their  infants  for 
advice  and  assistance.  They  are  told  which  day  in  the  week  to 
visit,  according  to  the  district  they  are  living  in,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  see  the  Health  Visitor  for  that  district. 

Babies  are  weighed,  and  care  and  thought  arc  expended  on 
delicate  infants ; where  necessary  the  mother  is  advised  to  take 
her  infant  to  a doctor  or  get  medical  aid  at  the  Hospital.  Tickets 
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tor  the  out-patient  department  are  given  when  the  mother  has 
expressed  doubt  in  being  able  to  obtain  one.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  fretjuently  present  to  give  advice  in  difficult  cases. 

The  following  are  typical  cases  of  those  under  our  care  and 
supervision  : — 

(a)  An  infant,  aged  8 weeks,  weighed  6 lbs.  14  ozs.  on  first 
visit.  The  mother  said  she  was  unable  to  get  anything  to  suit  it; 
advice  was  given  with  regard  to  its  feeding ; after  a few  weeks  the 
infant  made  good  progress.  At  9 months  old  it  weighed  19  lbs. 

(b)  An  infant,  aged  9 weeks,  weighed  8 lbs.  13  ozs.  on  first 
visit.  The  mother  said  the  baby  was  alw'ays  vomiting.  By  carry- 
ing out  advice  given,  the  infant  showed  signs  of  improvement  at 
once;  at  5 months  old  weighed  13  lbs.  10  ozs. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  sugar,  and  the  irregularity  with 
which  mothers  obtained  it  from  their  grocer,  it  was  arranged, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  that  a consign- 
ment of  sugar  should  be  sent  to  the  Council  House,  to  be  sold  at 
cost  price  at  the  Infant  Consultations  to  mothers  whose  babies 
were  artificially  fed ; 6 ounces  being  allowed  per  week  per  child 
up  to  the  age  of  9 months.  By  this  temporary  arrangement  many 
mothers  were  able  to  keep  their  babies  well  until  the  sugar  card 
system  came  into  force.” 


c 
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Births  Visited  During  the  Year  1917. 


Total  number,  2,008. 


Totals. 

Perce  ti  tags. 

Kind  of  feeding — 

(i)  Entirely  breast  fed 

1673 

83-3 

(2)  Hand  and  breast  fed 

24 

l-I 

{3)  Entirely  hand  fed 

288 

14-3 

(4)  Unclassified 

23 

I'l 

Kind  of  food — (when  hand-fed) — 

(i)  Fresh  cow’s  milk  and  water 

160 

51-2 

(2)'  ,,  ,,  and  barley  water 

39 

12-5 

(3)  ,,  ,,  with  Patent  Foods 

42 

13-4 

(4)  Dried  Milk 

41 

I3I 

(5)  Condensed  Milk 

29 

9-2 

(6)  Biscuits,  bread-sop,  etc. 

I 

0-3 

Mode  of  feeding — 

(i)  Boat  shaped  bottle 

290 

92-9 

(2)  Long  Tube  bottle 

17 

5-4 

(3)  Both 

— 

— 

(4)  Spoon 

5 

i'6 

Class  of  house  : rent — 

(i)  Up  to  5/- 

459 

22-8 

(2)  Above  5/-  up  to  8/- 

1340 

667 

(3)  Above  8/- 

186 

9-2 

(4)  Unclassified  ... 

23 

I-I 

Overcrowded  Houses — 

More  than  two  persons)  vr  r, 

, j ^ ) No.  of  houses 

per  bedroom  ) 

1088 

54-1 

Not  classified — 

Wrong  address  given,  or  removed,  or 

death  of  baby  before  visit 

23 

!•! 

Infants  sleeping  in  cots 

1412 

70-3 

Promises  to  get  cot 

398 

19-8 

Comforters  used  ... 

969 

48-2 
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Zymotic  Disease. 

The  deaths  and  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  infectious 


diseases  are  set  out  below  : — 

Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Typhoid  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough  . 
Diarrhcea 


Notified. 

Died. 

Case  Fatality 
per  cent. 

— 

— 

— 

291 

4 

1-37 

178 

26 

14.60 

16 

I 

6.25 

871 

21 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

9 

— 

62 

This  corresponds  to  a death-rate  of  0.47.  The  average 
for  the  previous  ten  years  is  1.17.  The  proportion  of  this 
rate  attributable  to  each  of  these  diseases  is  shown  below, 
together  with  a comparative  statement  of  the  similar  figures  for 
the  rest  of  the  country  (except  in  regard  to  Diarrhcea,  in  which 
case  the  figures  give  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  among 
children  under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000  births). 


Coventry 

England 

and 

Wales. 

96  Great 
Towns. 

148  smaller 
Towns. 

Small  Pox 

r 

000 

000 

0 00 

000 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

003 

002 

0-03 

002 

Diphtheria 

0-20 

0-13 

013 

0-13 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-007 

003 

0-02 

003 

Measles 

0-16 

0-30 

0-41 

0-30 

Whooping  Cough 

0-007 

0-13 

0 15 

0-15 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  . . 
(See  note  above). 

3-41 

12-18 

16-14 

10-08 
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Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  which  have 
occurred  in  Coventry  during  the  past  48  years  : — 


Year. 

Small 

Pox. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diar- 

rhoea. 

1870 

.. 

1 

18 

15 

9 

84 

1871 

166 

5 

5 

18 

35 

59 

1872 

57 

2 

8 

5 

15 

77 

1873 

9 

15 

18 

28 

45 

1874 

11 

149 

5 

7 

45 

1875 

4 

7 

16 

16 

61 

1876 

' 9 

2 

30 

io 

25 

28 

1877 

2 

2 

19 

3 

3 

24 

1878 

8 

8 

20 

14 

24 

47 

1879 

2 

2 

7 

18 

18 

24 

1880 

3 

3 

36 

6 

10 

96 

1881 

i 

5 

11 

58 

2 

8 

24 

1882 

10 

2 

17 

17 

4 

18 

1883 

7 

, , 

2 

3 

5 

35 

1884 

5 

, , 

3 

18 

29 

50 

1885 

2 

1 

10 

, , 

2 

20 

1886 

14 

, . 

18 

49 

31 

49 

1887 

7 

2 

14 

, , 

9 

40 

1888 

3 

, , 

6 

1 

14 

25 

1889 

2 

1 

13 

50 

8 

38 

1890 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

45 

1891 

7 

1 

36 

15 

29 

1892 

9 

4 

4 

30 

1893 

9 

1 

, , 

, , 

7 

44 

1894 

i 

6 

3 

13 

54 

25 

15 

1895 

5 

3 

19 

3 

20 

61 

1896 

12 

3 

9 

35 

8 

44 

1897 

3 

4 

6 

16 

6 

80 

1898 

6 

5 

10 

29 

4 

131 

1899 

18 

5 

3 

13 

39 

63 

1900 

6 

22* 

17 

50 

2 

75 

1901 

15 

31* 

18 

3 

32 

83 

1902 

6 

31* 

10 

9 

28 

1903 

3 

2 

34* 

5 

57 

15 

34 

1904 

1 

1 

11* 

10 

, , 

48 

49 

1905 

6 

13* 

1 

60 

1 

31 

1906 

4 

12* 

5 

1 

38 

138 

1907 

1 

10* 

4 

20 

4 

34 

1908 

1 

8* 

7 

3 

20 

47 

1909 

4 

11* 

24 

67 

29 

18 

1910 

5 

15* 

25 

6 

10 

16 

1911 

1 

17* 

30 

66 

30 

51 

1912 

, . 

30* 

17 

52 

34 

6 

1913 

2 

33* 

2 

9 

22 

21 

1914 

2 

12* 

6 

26 

15 

24 

1915 

5 

37* 

14 

87 

13 

16 

1916 

1 

49* 

6 ■ 

42 

45 

14 

1917 

1 

26* 

4 

21 

1 

9 

The  Deaths  from  Membranous  Croup  are  here  included. 


33 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  your 
Council  to  medical  men  to  obtain  bacteriological  assistance  in 
the  diagnosis  of  infectious  disease.  The  total  number  of  specimens 
examined  is  given  below. 


Samples 

sent. 

Result 

positive. 

Result 

negative. 

Typhoid  Fever 

28 

13 

13 

) 2,  unsatisfactory 
1 results 

Diphtheria 

1 196 

287 

909 

Phthisis 

193 

44 

149 

Conjunctival  Discharge 

I 

— 

I 

Syphilis 

152 

62 

70 

17,  partial  positives 
3,  unsatisfactory 

1570 

406 

1142 

Of  the  above  specimens  280  diphtheria  swabs  were  sent  from 
the  City  Hospital,  and  121  Wassermann  samples  from  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 

Epidemic  Diarrhcea. 

Nine  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Epidemic  Enteritis  and 
ten  to  Diarrhoea  not  returned  as  infective.  Reference  to  the  table 
on  page  32  will  show  how  this  figure  compares  with  previous 
years.  In  this  table  deaths  from  such  ill-defined  causes  as 
Enteritis,  Gastro-enteritis,  etc.,  are  not  included. 

Measles. 

Twenty-one  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Measles.  All  of 

these,  with  four  exceptions,  were  among  children  under  five  years 
of  age. 

In  1915  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  made 
Measles  and  German  Measles  notifiable  diseases.  During  1917 
there  were  871  cases  notified. 

Of  the  total  above  given,  841  were  classed  as  Measles,  and 
30  as  German  Measles  or  Rubella. 

Of  these  871  notifications  received,  all  were  from  medical 
men,  except  in  1 1 instances,  when  the  notifications  came  from 
parents  or  others.  These  latter  cases  were  visited  by  the  Health 
V'isitors. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  of  Measles  among  school 
children  were  visited  by  the  School  Nurses. 
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MEASLES,  1890—1917. 


Year. 

Population. 

No.  of  cases 
notified. 

No.  of  deaths. 

Mortality  per  10,000 
of  the  population. 

1890 

49,500 

1 

0-20 

1891 

52,724 

1,341 

' 36 

6-82 

1892 

54,000 

332 

4 

0-74 

1893 

54,700 

39 

1894 

55,300 

2,353 

54 

9-76 

1895 

56,000 

116 

3 

0-53 

1896 

69,151 

1,205 

35 

6-91 

1897 

61,234 

16 

2-61 

1898 

61,555 

29 

4-71 

1899 

61,796 

13 

210 

1900 

70,075 

60 

7-13 

1901 

70,300 

3 

0-42 

1902 

73,000 

1903 

75,700 

57 

7-52 

1904 

77,500 

1905 

81,000 

60 

7-40 

1906 

83,900 

1 

Oil 

1907 

87,000 

20 

2-29 

1908 

91,000 

3 

0-32 

1909 

93,500 

67 

7-16 

1910 

102,000 

6 

0-58 

1911 

107,287 

66 

615 

1912 

111,166 

52 

4-67 

1913 

115,064 

9 

0-78 

1914 

119,003 

25 

210 

1915 

122,982 

87 

7-07 

1916 

127,089 

2,432 

42 

3-22 

1917 

130,000 

871 

21 

1-61 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  noti- 
fied during  the  year,  an^  four  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this 
disease.  A reference  to  the  table  on  page  35  shows  the  compari- 
son of  these  figures  with  those  of  other  years. 

A reference  to  the  table  on  page  22  will  show  that  the  cases 
occurred  all  over  the  City. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  the  notified  cases  were 
removed  to  the  City  Hospital,  that  is,  77.6  per  cent,  were  so 
removed. 
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Comparison  of  Scarlet 


Fever  Cases, 


Removals  to  Isolation  Hospital, 


and  Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population 

Total 
No.  of 
cases 
notified. 

No.  of 
deaths 
regist’rd 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

1870 

37,300 

18 

1871 

37.670 

5 

1872 

38,100 

8 

1873 

38,450 

15 

1874 

38,950 

149 

1875 

39,446 

16 

1876 

39,890 

30 

1877 

40,344 

19 

1878 

40,778 

20 

1879 

41,222 

7 

1880 

41,666 

36 

1881 

42,111 

58 

1832 

42,750 

17 

1883 

44,000 

2 

1884 

44,600 

3 

1886 

45,000 

10 

1886 

45,600 

18 

1887 

46,500 

14 

1888 

47,500 

6 

1889 

48,500 

13 

1890 

49,500 

67 

2 

3 0 

1891 

62,724 

42 

0 

•0 

1892 

54,000 

38 

0 

•0 

1893 

54,700 

33 

0 

■0. 

1894 

65,300 

385 

13 

3-3 

1896 

66,000 

439 

19 

4 3 

1896 

59,151 

313 

9 

2'9 

1897 

61,234 

221 

6 

2-7 

1898 

61,555 

278 

10 

3-6 

1899 

61,796 

188 

3 

1-6 

1900 

70,075 

637 

17 

2 5 

1901 

70,300 

781 

18 

2-3 

1902 

73,000 

245 

10 

40 

1903 

76,700 

121 

6 

41 

1904 

77,500 

222 

10 

4-5 

1905 

81,000 

249 

1 

•4 

1906 

83,900 

312 

6 

1-6' 

1907 

87,000 

247 

4 

1-6 

1908 

91,000 

238 

7 

2-9 

1909 

93,500 

704 

24 

3-4 

1910 

102,000 

1201 

25 

20 

1911 

107,287 

1342 

30 

2-2 

1912 

111,166 

681 

17 

2-4 

1913 

116,064 

244 

2 

0-82 

1914 

119,003 

652 

6 

0-92 

1915 

122,982 

656 

14 

2-13 

1916 

127,089 

395 

6 

1-51 

1917 

130,000 

■ 291 

4 
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No.  of 
cases 
treated 
in 

Hospital 

Attack 
rate  per 
lOOOpop- 
ulation. 

Per- 

centage 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Mort'lity 
per  1000 
popula- 
tion. 

Average 

Mort'lity 

per 

10,000. 

•48 

> 

■13 

, , 

•20 

, , 

•39 

3-82 

7-29 

12 

. . 

•40 

22 

•75 

36 

•47 

34 

, , 

•49 

46 

•16 

90 

•86 

156 

, , 

1-37 

47 

•39 

26 

, , 

•04 

30 

, , 

•06 

97 

. . 

, , 

•22 

^ 4-08 

84 

, , 

•89 

142 

•32 

162 

•12 

176 

. . 

•26 

. 

58 

1-35 

86-6 

•04 

37 

•79 

88  0 

■0 

27 

•70 

71-0 

•0 

25 

•60 

75-7 

0 

319 

6-96 

82  8 

•23 

408  ' 

7-66 

92  9 

•33 

^ 1-04 

288* 

5-29 

94-2 

•15 

216 

3-60 

97  7 

•09 

266 

4-5 

95  3 

•16 

183 

30 

97  3 

•04 

609 

9 09 

95  6 

•24 

384 

11-1 

49T 

26 

211 

3 3 

86T 

•13 

110 

1-6 

90-9 

•06 

197 

30 

88-7 

•13 

U 1-24 

225 

3 0 

90-3 

•01 

286 

3 7 

916 

•06 

229 

2-8 

92-5 

•04 

225 

2-6 

94-5 

•07 

566 

7-5 

80-3 

•25 

877 

11-7 

730 

•24 

971 

12-5 

72-3 

•28 

555 

61 

81-4 

•15 

236 

2-1 

96-3 

•01 

620 

5-4 

79-7 

•05 

ri3 

530 

5-3 

80-7 

•11 

312 

3-1 

79-4 

•04 

226 

2-2 

77-6 

•03 

/ 
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Small  Pox. 

No  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Vaccination. 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  the  Vaccination  Ollicer  for 
the  past  five  years  : — 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Unvaccinat’d 

Vaccinated. 

Unvaccinat’d 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

1913 

2999 

271 

819 

1983 

27-3 

1914 

3203 

189 

5'45 

2450 

170 

1915 

2936 

176 

650 

2235 

221 

1916 

2996 

249 

686 

2061 

22-9 

1917 

2738 

154 

360 

2224 

130 

Declarations  made  of 
Conscientious  Objection. 


1913 

1874 

1914 

... 

... 

2067 

1915 

... 

1867 

1916 

# 

1946 

1917 

1830 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  community  is  becoming  largely  an 
unvaccinated  one. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  sixteen  cases  notified  as  Typhoid  Fever;  ten  of 
these  were  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital,  and  two  to  Nursing 
Homes;  one  of  the  former  proved  to  be  not  Typhoid  Fever.  One 
death  was  attributed  to  this  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  178  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and 
26  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  it. 

The  table  opposite  shows  how  these  figures  compare  with 
those  of  previous  years. 

Serum  is  provided  free  of  cost  by  your  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  is  used  in  the  large  majority  of  cases. 
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Comparison  of  the  Fatality,  Incidence,  and  Mortality  of 
Diphtheria  in  different  years. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Total 
No.  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

No.  of 
Deaths 
Regtstr’d. 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Treated 
in 

Hospital. 

Attack 
Rate 
per  1000 
Popula- 
tion. 

Per- 

centage 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Mortality 
per  1000 
Popula- 
tion. 

1890 

49,500 

15 

6 

40-0 

0-30 

0-120 

1891 

52.724 

14 

4 

28-5 

0-26 

0-075 

1892 

54.000 

19 

2 

10-5 

0 35 

. . 

0 037 

1893 

54,700 

10 

2 

200 

0'18 

0 036 

1894 

55,300 

21 

5 

23-8 

0 38 

0 090 

1895 

56,000 

12 

6 

500 

0-21 

0-100 

1896 

59,151 

17 

6 

35-3 

0-28 

• • 

0-100 

1897 

61,234 

25 

10 

40-0 

0-40 

0-160 

1898 

61,555 

33 

15 

45-4 

0-53 

0-240 

1899 

61,796 

53 

16 

30-2 

0-85 

0-250 

1900 

70,075 

66 

22 

33-3 

0-94 

0-310 

1901 

70,300 

139 

31 

22-1 

4 

1-97 

2-8 

0 440 

1902 

73,000 

136 

31 

22-8 

3 

1'86 

2-2 

0-420 

1903 

75,700 

127 

34 

26-7 

1 

1-67 

0-7 

0-450 

1904 

77,500 

78 

11 

14-1 

4 

1-00 

5-1 

0-140 

1905 

81,000 

67 

13 

19-4 

3 

0-82 

4-4 

0-160 

1906 

83,900 

59 

12 

20-3 

7 

0-70 

11-8 

0-140 

1907 

87,000 

43 

10 

23-2 

1 

0-49 

2 3 

0-110 

1908 

91,000 

108 

8 

7-4 

9 

1 18 

8-3 

0-087 

1909 

93,500 

121 

11 

90 

8 

1-20 

6-6 

0110 

1910 

102,000 

104 

15 

14-4 

2 

1-02 

1-9 

0147 

1911 

107,287 

161 

17 

10-5 

13 

1-50 

8-0 

0-158 

1912 

111,166 

216 

30 

13-8 

8 

1-94 

3-7 

0-269 

1913 

115,064 

187 

33 

17-6 

20 

1-62 

10-7 

0-286 

1914 

119,003 

135 

12 

8-8 

9 

1-13 

6-6 

0-010 

1915 

122,982 

209 

37 

17-7 

31 

1-69 

14-8 

0-300 

1916 

127,089 

343 

49 

14'2 

76 

2-69 

22-1 

0-386 

1917 

130,000 

178 

26 

14-6 

34 

1-36 

19  1 

0-200 

Whooping  Cough. ' 

Notifications  were  received  from  Head  Teachers  of  Schools 
as  to  28  alleged  cases  of  this  disease  occurring  in  the  homes  of 
children,  and  one  death  was  recqrded. 

Erysipelas. 

Fifty-four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  and  one  death 
was  attributed  to  it. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Six  cases  ot  this  disease  were  notified ; one  death  was  regis- 
tered as  due  to  it.  A comparison  of  these  figures  with  those  of 
previous  years  is  given  on  page  53. 

When  notified,  these  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors 
who  report  about  them,  and  also  give  advice  concerning  the  dis- 
infection of  those  in  attendance  before  attending  other  cases. 
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MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

There  were  41  Midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  prac- 
tise during-  the  year.  Out  of  these  5 have  acted  only  as  Maternity 
Nurses,  takings  perhaps  one  or  two  midwifery  cases  during-  the 
twelve  months,  and  one  sent  in  a request  that  her  name  be  removed 
from  the  roll  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

The  formal  inspection  of  Midwives  is  now  undertaken  by  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  when  the  books,  bags  and  appli- 
ances are  seen,  and  advice  given  regarding  new  rules  or  details 
occurring  in  their  practice.  Visits  numbering  109  have  been  made 
to  Midwives  in  their  own  homes,  besides  several  interviews  which 
have  taken  place  at  the  Council  House  when  a Midwife  has  made 
enquiry  regarding  some  doubtful  point  in  her  work.  The  Health 
Visitors  have  made  30  other  visits  relating  to  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  or  Puerperal  Fever,  making  139  visits  altogether. 

The  Midwives’  registers  show  that  2,301  cases  have  been 
attended  during  the  year;  of  these,  190  have  occurred  outside  the 
City  area,  leaving  2,111  cases  as  having  taken  place  in  Coventry. 
Out  of  these,  2.18  have  been  Doctors’  cases,  where  a Midwife  has 
been  in  attendance  as  well.  This  leaves  1,893  cases  attended  by 
Midwives  of  the  total  number  of  births’  occurring  within  the  City, 
2,635. 

There  have  been  received  327  forms  of  sending  for  medical 
help  during  the  year  (see  accompanying  table) ; 7 notifications  of 
death  occurring  before  medical  aid  could  be  obtained  ; 6 notifica-  ' 
tions  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection ; and  i for  laying-out 
a dead  body.  Letters  numbering  26  have  been  sent  to  Midwives 
during  1917;  three  of  which  have  been  letters  of  caution  with 
regard  to  failure  in  carrying  out  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board.  Three  visits  have  also  been  made  by  the  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor  with  regard  to  the  same  offence  and  a verbal 
caution  given. 

LECTURES  TO  MIDWIVES. 

With  the  view  to  helping  Midwives  in  practice  in  Coventry 
to  keep  in  touch  with  the  latest  methods  of  procedure,  the 
Sanitary  Committee  arranged  for  a post-graduate  course  of  lec- 
tures to  be  given  in  the  autumn,  open  to  any  Midwife  to  attend 
whose  name  was  on  the  roll  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 
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Four  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  Harman  Brown  in  the  Tech- 
nical Institute  (Lecture  Theatre),  and  were  much  appreciated  by 
the  Midwives. 

The  causes  for  sending  for  medical  help  were  as  follows  : — 


For  tht  Mothtr. 

For  the  Child. 

Prolonged  Labour.. 

• 

66 

Inflammation  of  the  Eyes 

••  35 

Lacerated  Perineum 

. • 

65 

Debility  of  Child  .. 

..  25 

Adherent  Placenta  or  Membranes 

27 

Rash 

4 

Haemorrhage 

16 

Convulsions 

..  3 

Abnormal  Presentation  . . 

16 

Jaundice 

. . 2 

Premature  Birth  .. 

14 

Cleft  Palate 

. . I 

Abortion  or  threatened  Abortion 

6 

Circumcision 

. . 1 

Eclampsia  . . 

4 

Other  Causes 

..  8 

Rise  of  Temperature 

5 

Exhaustion  . . 

4 

Breech  Presentation 

3 

Contracted  Pelvis.. 

3 

Purulent  Discharge 

3 

White  Leg  or  pain  in  leg 

3 

Prolapse  of  Cord  . . 

2 

Abdominal  Pain  .. 

I 

Varicose  Veins 

I 

Placenta  Praevia  .. 

I 

CEdema 

I 

• 

Mammary  Abscess 

I 

Other  Causes 

4 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Two  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  none  of  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  were  notified. 

No.  I. — ^^Complete  recovery.  No  paralysis. 

No.  2. — Recovery,  with  partial  paralysis  of  left  side — left 

arm  and  left  foot. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  table  on  page  42  shows  that  there  were  registered  156 
deaths  as  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  50  to  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  under  the  Regulations  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  is  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  41. 

The  routine  steps  taken  locally  to  combat  this  disease  have 
been  dealt  with  in  previous  reports. 
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The  following  table  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  recommended 
by  the  late  Dr.  Bulstrode,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  show- 
ing the  position,  so  far  as  “ remaining  well  ” is  concerned,  of 
those  patients  who  have  gone  from  Coventry  to  Sanatoria  : — 


PATIENTS.  • 


Year  of 
Admission . 

No. 

Admitted. 

Left  Coventry, 
unable  to  trace. 

Known  to  be  Ilemaining  well  at  end 
of  year. 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916|  1917 

1909 

19 

11 

10 

8 

7 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 

1910 

20 

• • • 

12 

13 

10 

7 

5 

6 

5 

4 

1911 

23 

3 

« • • 

16 

16 

12 

9 

11 

9 

9 

1912 

46 

3 

19 

23 

21 

19 

21 

14 

1913 

60 

12 

... 

33 

38 

35 

30 

26 

1914 

119 

21 

... 

... 

43 

63 

54 

42 

1915 

139 

14 

... 

... 

86 

81 

81 

1916 

194 

18 

... 

114 

111 

1917 

179* 

12 

... 

... 

... 

... 

104 

799 

83 

394 

Out  of  the  total  (394.)  remaining  well  at  the  end  of  the  year,  390  are  said  to 
be  at  work  daily,  or  in  the  case  of  children  at  school. 

* Out  of  this  number  (179)  there  were  22  patients  in  Sanatoria  on  December 
31st,  1917. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

Summary  of  Notifications  received  during  year  1917. 
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Deaths  from  Tubercolosls  during  the  last  44  years- 


Year. 

Esti- 

mated 

Popu- 

lation. 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis 

Death 

Kate. 

Other 
forms  of 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Totals. 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death 

Rate. 

Averages 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death 

Kates. 

1874* 

39,000 

38 

1-94 

12 

50 

2-56  \ 

1875 

39,446 

83 

214 

34 

117 

2 96 

1876 

1877 

39,890 

40,344 

70 

66 

1-76 

1-63 

22 

29 

92 

95 

2 30 
2-35 

2-53 

1878 

40,778 

84 

2-06 

13 

97 

2-37 

1879 

41,222 

89 

2-15 

22 

111 

2-68  j 

1880 

41,666 

78 

1-87 

36 

114 

2-74^ 

1881 

42,111 

65 

1-54 

28 

93 

2 20 

1882 

1883 

42,750 

44,000 

62 

74 

1-47 

1-78 

22 

15 

84 

89 

196 

2-02 

- 

2-15 

1884 

44,500 

82 

1-84 

18 

100 

2 24 

1885 

45,000 

72 

1-60 

16 

88 

1-74J 

1886 

45,500 

60 

1-31 

13 

73 

1-601 

1887 

46,500 

70 

1-50 

25 

95 

2-04 

1888 

1889 

47.500 

48.500 

61 

103 

1-28 

212 

15 

11 

76 

114 

1-60 

2-33 

» 

1 93 

1890 

49,500 

91 

1-84 

21 

112 

2 26 

1891 

52,724 

78 

1-47 

14 

92 

1-74J 

1892 

54,000 

79 

1-46 

33 

112 

2 07\ 

1893 

54,700 

70 

1-28 

30 

100 

1-82 

1894 

1895 

55,300 

56,000 

73 

70 

1-32 

1-25 

32 

27 

105 

97 

1-88 

1-73 

- 

1-82 

1896 

59,151 

86 

1-45 

19 

105 

1-78 

1897 

61,234 

69 

1-12 

33 

102 

1-66  J 

1898 

61,555 

64 

1-03 

28 

92 

1-491 

1899 

61,796 

85 

1-37 

29 

114 

1-84 

1900 

70,075 

105 

1-49 

36 

141 

2-01 

1-72 

1901 

70,300 

83 

1-18 

35 

118 

1 67 

f 

1902 

73,000 

81 

1-10 

39 

120 

1-64 

1903 

75,700 

87 

1 15 

43 

130 

I-71J 

1904 

77,500 

78 

1-00 

30 

108 

1-391 

1905 

81,000 

75 

0-92 

29 

104 

1-28 

1906 

83,900 

88 

1-04 

40 

128 

1-51 

1-51 

1907 

87,000 

108 

1-24 

42 

150 

1-72 

r 

1908 

91,000 

120 

1-31 

41 

161 

1-76 

1909 

93,500 

97 

103 

37 

134 

1-43J 

1910 

102,000 

88 

0-87 

49 

137 

1-351 

1911 

107,287 

87 

0-80 

30 

117 

1-08 

1912 

111,166 

115 

103 

34 

149 

1-34 

1 89 

1913 

115,064 

140 

1-21 

36 

170 

1-52 

f 

1914 

119,003 

150 

1-26 

30 

180 

1-51 

1915 

122,982 

152 

1-23 

39 

191 

1-55J 

1916 

127,089 

156 

1-22 

41 

197 

1-55 

1 

1-66 

1917 

130,000 

156 

1-20 

50 

206 

1-68 

\ 

• Latter  half  of  year  only. 


REPORT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER. 

Dr.  J.  Me  G.  Williams  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ In  1917  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the  attendances  of 
patients  at  the  Dispensary.  This  is  due  to  an  increased  number 
of  new  cases,  to  the  extension  of  Dispensary  Treatment,  and  to 


43 


the  fuller  supervision  and  more  frequent  examination  of  the  cases. 
The  number  of  new  cases  in  1916  was  292,  and  in  1917  367.  In 
addition  26  new  cases  and  2 old  cases  were  visited  at  home.  This 
gives  a total  of  393  new  cases  in  Coventry.  29  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  other  diseases,  and  are  only  included  in  the  first  two 
tables. 

The  Dispensary  is  open  from  7 to  9 p.m.  on  Tuesdays,  and 
2 to  5 p.m  on  Fridays.  New  cases,  and  others,  are  seen  by 
appointment  on  any  day. 

The  following  tables  give  information  regarding  old  and  new 
cases  seen  at  the  Dispensary  or  at  their  own  homes  : — 

New  Patieata — 


Insured  Males 

210  ' 

Uninsured  Males  ... 

...  51 

Insured  Females  ... 

...  68 

Uninsured  Females 

64  , 

Pulmonary 

- 

•••  350 

Non-Pulmonary 

14 

Not  Tubercular 

...  29 

t 

On  Dispensary 
Treatment 

Ist  January,  1917. 

1 

1 Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment 

1 during  1917. 

Total. 

Insured 

18 

1 19 

37] 

72 

Uninsured 

9 

! 26 

1 

35  J 

Total  attendanies  of  patients  ...  2,162 

.Attendances  of  County  patients  ...  240 


Stage  of  Disease  {New  Cases).  Turban  Gerhardt. 


Stage  I. 

Stage  II. 

Stage  III. 

Non-Pnlmonary. 

Not  Tubercular. 

Total. 

230 

76 

36 

22 

29 

393 

Age  Periods  {New  Cases). 


0-5. 

5-10. 

10-15. 

15-20. 

20-25. 

25-30. 

30-36. 

35-40. 

Over  40. 

Total. 

4 

26 

40 

57 

54 

o 

CD 

43 

40 

40 

364 

44 


Condition  of  Teeth  {New  Cases). 


Good,  up  to 

4 Decayed. 

More  than 

4 Decayed. 

Pyorrhoea. 

Dentures,  Partial 
or  Complete. 

Total 

157 

114 

46 

47 

364 

Family  History  of  Tuberculosis  {New  Cases). 


Near  Relatives. 

Distant  Relatives. 

t 

No  Relatives 
Tubercular. 

Total, 

75 

34 

255 

364 

During'  1917,  46  patients  were  sent  to  Winsley  Sanatorium, 
near  Bath.  Of  these,  40  were  insured  and  6 uninsured.'  132 
patients  were  admitted  to  Bramcote  Sanatorium,  near  Nuneaton, 
87  insured  and  45  uninsured. 

The  average  length  of  stay  at  Winsley  was  5.92  weeks,  and 
at  Bramcote  6.08  weeks,  giving  an  average  of  6 weeks  for  the 
two.  Twelve  patients  had  twelve  weeks  (or  more)  institutional 
treatment,  and  53  had  eight  weeks  each  in  one  of  the  Sanatoria. 

173  cases  were  examined  soon  after  their  discharge  from 
Winsley  and  Bramcote  Sanatoria.  The  condition  of  their  lungs 
is  given  below.  In  practically  every  case  the  general  health  had 
improved. 


Much  Improved. 

Improved. 

Stationary. 

Worse. 

Total. 

29 

85 

43 

16 

173 

267  cases  of  twelve  months’  duration  and  over  were  examined 
with  a view  to  ascertain  their  working  capacity  : these  cases  were 
not  selected  in  any  way.  The  particulars  were  taken  during  the 
annual  re-examinations  of  the  old  cases. 


Doinjr  some  work 
at  date  of 

Not  working, 
but  able  for 

Unfit  for  work 
of  any  kind. 

Total. 

examination. 

light  work. 

197 

19 

51 

267 

73% 

n 

20% 
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Dispensary  Treatment  is  being  extended  as  much  as  possible ; 
but,  naturally,  this  must  be  somewhat  curtailed  during  present 
conditions.  In  igi6,  27  new  cases  had  this  form  of  treatment, 
while  in  1917  the  number  was  45. 

Contacts. — Though  no  routine  examination  of  contacts  has 
yet  been  possible,  54  were  sent  by  their  doctors  for  examination 
during  1917.  Thirty  were  found  to  be  suffering' from  active  tuber- 
culosis, 9 were  not  tubercular,  and  15  are  under  observation,  being 
doubtful  cases.  The  examination  of  contacts  is  most  important. 
The  chances  of  infection  in  the  homes  of  consumptives  are  small 
where  rigid  and  proper  precautions  are  taken ; but,  too  often, 
patients  after  a time  become  careless,  and  infect  other  members 
of  their  household. 

Children. — 67  children  (up  to  16  years)  attended  the  Dispen- 
sary in  1917.  62  were  pulmonary  and  5 non-pulmonary ; 36  were 

boys  and  31  girls.  The  pulmonary  cases  are  classified  into 
Stage  I.  (35),  Stage  II.  (20),  and  Stage  III.  (3),  not  tubercular  (4). 

On  the  whole  children  respond  well  to  treatment  except  when 
in  an  advanced  stage.  The  child  has  an  advantage  over  the  adult 
in  that  it  is  in  the  period  of  growth  and  development.  The  body 
cells  react  best  in  children  because  they  have  not  been  injured  by 
excesses  or  by  various  poisons  which  may  be  taken  into  the  body 
later.  Infected  children  are  often  stunted  in  growth.  They  have 
less  power  of  endurance  than  normal  healthy  children,  and  they 
cannot  carry  on  their  school  work  properly,  nor  can  they  run  about 
and  play  as  other  children  do.  This  general  weakness  is  frequently 
seen  among  children  of  tuberculous  parents  who  have  been 
exposed  to  mass  infection  and  have  contracted  the  disease.  If 
tuberculosis  is  contracted  early  in  life  it  may  remain  latent  till 
adolescence,  when  the  symptoms  become  more  exaggerated. 

If  children,  especially  childrdh  of  poor  physique,  are  to  be 
kept  free  from  the  dangers  of  tuberculosis  (and  by  this  I mean 
mass  infection,  for  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  prevent  slight  infec- 
tion, and  perhaps  not  even  desirable)  they  must  be  kept  in  good 
general  health.  They  must  have  sufficient,  or  rather  abundant, 
food.  Stuffy  rooms  are  to  be  avoided  and  an  outdoor  life  encour- 
aged. A variety  in  diet  is  to  be  recommended,  as  the  same  food 
repeated  week  by  week  soon  tires  a child’s  palate.  I have  found 
that  this  question  is  an  important  one,  and  cases  of  early  infection 
that  are  not  doing  well  are  generally  found  to  be  suffering  from 
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errors  of  diet  and  bad  hygienic  surroundings.  It  is  easy  to 
theorise. and  lay  down  dietetic  rules,  but  when  one  comes  to  actual 
practice  it  is  difficult  to  carry  them  out.  There  is  the  present  high 
cost  of  living,  the  scarcity  of  foods,  the  poverty  of  certain  cases, 
and  the  carelessness  or  ignorance  of  parents  and  guardians  to 
contend  with. 

Teeth. — It  is  most  important  for  the  tuberculous  to  have  their 
mouths  in  proper  order  just  as  it  is  for  others.  No  one  can  be 
healthy  while  suffering  from  oral  sepsis.  i6o  cases  out  of  a total 
of  364  had  more  than  four  teeth  decayed  and  46  had  pyorrhoea 
alveolaris.  Forty-seven  had  complete  or  partial  dentures,  the 
other  teeth,  if  any,  being  good.  Dental  treatment  (extractions)  is 
now  given  at  Bramcote  Sanatorium,  and  it  is  expected  that  great 
benefit  will  result.  The  Coventry  Insurance  Committee  gives  this 
treatment  where  possible  and  necessary,  and  supplied  five  cases 
with  dentures. 

Family  History  of  Tuberculosis. — A positive  history  of  tuber- 
culosis in  near  relatives  (parents,  husbands,  wives,  brothers, 
sisters)  was  found  in  75  cases.  In  more  distant  relatives  (grand- 
parents, uncles,  aunts,  cousins)  it  was  found  in  34  cases ; while 
255  had  no  family  history  of  tuberculosis.  Some  of  these  cases 
are  not  counted  as  contacts,  because  they  were  not  in  contact  with 
previous  cases  at  this  Dispensary.  The  majority  came  here  as 
new  cases.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  an  accurate  family  history. 
People  often  do  not  know  the  cause  of  relative’s  deaths ; and  some- 
times cases  of  tuberculosis  go  on  for  months,  or  even  years,  before 
they  consult  a doctor.  They  are  generally  said  to  be  suffering 
from'“  colds  ” or  bronchitis. 

Tuberculin. — I continued  to  use  tuberculin  in  a somewhat 
limited  degree  last  year.  The  results  in  the  few  surgical  cases 
were  good.  Some  of  the  pulmonary  cases  also  did  well.  I noticed 
that  there  is,  apparently,  a difference  in  strength  in  different 
bottles  of  the  same  brand  of  tuberculin  now  obtainable.  This  is 
apt  to  upset  one’s  calculations  and  results,  and  as  far  as  possible 
the  supply  should  be  obtained  from  one  maker.  One  result  of 
this  difference  in  strength  has  been  to  make  the  Von  Pirquet 
cutaneous  reaction  somewhat  unreliable.  It  has  a certain  value 
when  taken  in  consideration  with  other  tests,  but  it  does  not  do  to 
pronounce  an  individual  free  from  tubercle  just  because  this  test 
is  negative. 
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After  Care. — At  the  beginning  of  this  year  I started  what 
might  be  called  an  Employment  and  Financial  Aid  Bureau  for 
consumptives.  It  had  been  apparent  for  a long  time  that  many 
patients,  on  being  discharged  from  Sanatoria,  are  unable  to  con- 
tinue their  previous  work,  and  have  difiiculty  in  finding  other 
employment.  It  had  also  been  found  that  patients  in  the  advanced 
stages  of  the  disease  are  in  poor  circumstances,  and  in  need  of 
financial  help  for  food  and  clothes.  It  was,  of  course,  impossible 
to  attempt  to  organise  a complete  after-care  scheme  under  present 
circumstances,  but  it  was  thought  advisable  to  make  a small 
beginning.  The  question  of  efficient  after-care  is  a most  important 
one,  and  bears  directly  on  the  future  health  of  the  country. 
Closely  connected  with  it  is  the  problem  of  prevention.  It  is  well 
known  that  every  case  of  open  tuberculosis  is  a focus  of  infection 
and  a danger  to  healthy  persons,  though,  with  proper  care,  this 
danger  can  be  reduced  to  a minimum. 

Farm  colonies  are  very  much  before  the  public  at  the  present 
time.  They  are  no  doubt  very  useful,  but  they  do  not  completely 
solve  the  problem  of  after-care.  There  are  many  other  points  to 
be  considered.  A properly  arranged  colony  is  a great  adjunct  to 
an  after-care  scheme,  and  no  scheme  would  be  complete  without 
the  colony.  The  high  wages  prevailing  at  the  present  time  in 
munition  factories  prevent  many  people  taking  up  outdoor  employ- 
ment who  otherwise  would.  They  are  loth  to  give  up  their  work 
there  to  go  on  the  land,  or  to  take  up  one  of  the  other  outdoor 
occupations  at  a much  reduced  wage. 

In  order  to  find  work  for  those  who  really  wanted  to  take 
advantage  of  the  advice  given  at  the  Dispensary,  and  Avere  unable 
to  do  so  because  they  could  not  come  directly  in  contact  with 
employers,  we  got  in  touch  with  the  following  : — 

(a)  The  Labour  Exchange.  There  are  usually  vacancies  here 
for  all  sorts  of  work,  much  of  it  eminently  suited  to  early  con- 
sumptives. 

(b)  Various  Industrial  and  Commercial  Firms  in  Coventry. 
It  has  been  found  that  many  firms  are  generous  to  their  tubercu- 
lar employees  and  willing  to  give  suitable  work  where  possible. 

(c)  Private  Persons,  who  may  be  interested  in  particular 


cases. 
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(d)  Various  Charitable  Organisations,  who  made  grants  of 
money  for  extra  nourishment  during  1917,  amounting  to  9s.  6d. 
in  all. 

(e)  The  Local  Pensions  Committee.  Assistance  has  been 
given  by  this  Committee,  viz.,  adjusting  pensions,  making  grants, 
and  finding  work. 

(/)  The  Coventry  Insurance  Committee  helps  insured  persons 
where  possible. 

Sums  amounting  to  ;^7  15s.  od.  were  given  by  various  fac- 
tories in  Coventry  to  tubercular  employees,  and  four  grants  of 
weekly  sums  were  made.  The  latter  go  on  as  long  as  the  patients 
need  the  money. 

The  following  table  shows  what  was  done  in  1917  : — 


Applications  for  help  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  76 


Suitable  employment  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Financial  help  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Increased  pensions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Clothing  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sent  to  Open  Air  Schools,  Homes  and  Sanatoria  ...  5 

Arrangements  for  admission  to  Infirmary  ...  ...  1 

Spinal  carriage  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' ' 1 

Special  nursing  arrangements  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Nothing  done  for  various  reasons  ...  ...  ...  7 

76 


Any  small  success  that  we  may  have  attained  in  this  work  is 
due  to  Nurse  Shaw’s  interest  in  the  welfare  of  necessitous  cases, 
and  to  her  energy  in  obtaining  the  requisite  help.  I wish  to  thank 
all  employers,  charitable  societies  and  benevolent  individuals  who 
have  helped  these  cases  by  gifts  of  money  or  clothing. 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  paid  554  visits  to  patients’  homes 
during  1917. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and 
my  two  clerks  for  their  good  work  throughout  the  year,  and  for 
their  help  in  the  preparation  of  this  report.” 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Coventry  City  Council  to 
comply  with  the  Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases)  Regulations, 
1916,  are  as  follows  : — 
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Article  I. — Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Lister  Institute 
for  enabling  any  medical  practitioner  practising  in  the  area 
of  the  Council,  to  obtain,  at  the  cost  of  the  Council,  a scientific 
report  on  any  material  which  the  medical  practitioner  may 
submit  from  a patient  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
disease. 

Article  11.  (i) — A Scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (a)  for  the  treatment  at  the  Coventry  and  War- 
wickshire Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  disease. 
The  out-patient  clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Thursdays  at  lo  a.m., 
and  is  in  the  charge  of  Dr.  A.  Hawley  as  Medical  OHicer.* 
No  out-patient  ticket  is  required.  Medical  practitioners  may 
obtain  from  the  Medical  Oflicer  of  the  Clinic  reports  concern- 
ing the  treatment  any  of  their  patients  may  have  undergone, 
with  suggestions  as  to  continued  treatment,  or  may  consult 
with  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Clinic  respecting  any  patient 
suffering  from  or  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
disease.  If  the  patient  is  prevented  by  reason  of  health  from 
attending  at  the  out-patient  Clinic,  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Clinic  may  consult  with  the  medical  practitioner  at  the 
patient’s  l;iome  at  the  expense  of  the  patient,  and  (b)  for  sup- 
plying medical  practitioners  with  Salvarsan  or  its  substitutes 
for  the  treatment  and  prevention  of  venereal  disease  at  the 
cost  of  the  Council,  under  Regulations  laid  down  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

.'Article  H.  (2). — Arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  Hospital 
to  ensure  that  all  information  in  regard  to  any  persons  treated 
shall  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

Article  HI. — The  Scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

(•A  further  Clinic  on  Saturdays,  at  2 p.m.,  has  now  been  arranged.) 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Annual  Return  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treatment  Centre. 

Return  relating  to  persons  residing  in  the  City  who  were  treated  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  December,  1917. 


1.  Number  of  persons  dealt  with  at  or  in  connection  with 
the  out-patient  Clinic  for  the  first  time  and  found 
to  be  : — 

Suffering  from  syphilis 

,,  ,,  soft  chancre  .. 

,,  ,,  gonorrhoea 

Not  suffering  from  venereal  disease  . . 

Total 

Males.  Females. 
83  45 

2 — 

21  8 

8 5 

114  68 

2.  Number  of  persons  discharged  from  the  out-patient 
Clinic  after  completion  of  treatment  for : — 

Soft  chancre 

Gonorrhoea  . . ^ . 

Total 

2 — 

10  6 

12  6 

3.  Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend  the  out- 
patient Clinic  without  completing  treatment  and 
who  were  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis  . . ■ . . 

20  10 

4.  Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at  the  out-patient 
Clinic  who  were  : — 

• Suffering  from  syphilis 

,,  ,,  soft  chancre  . . 

,,  ,,  gonorrhoea 

Not  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease. . 

Total 

343  269 

7 — 

92  26 

8 5 

450  300 

5.  Aggregate  number  of  “.In-patient  days”  of  treatment 
given  to  persons  suffering  from : — 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

Total 

500  306 

35  - 

535  306 

6.  Number  of  persons  treated  with  Salvarsan  substitutes  . . 

12  8 

7.  Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  given  : — 

Name  of  drug  dose  gr.  •30'| 

Kharsivan  ,,  -401 

•60)  .. 

Galyl  ,,  -30  [ 

•40)  .. 

•30)  .. 

Novarsenobillon  ,,  -451 

,,  -eoj  .. 

Number  of  doses. 

71 

274 

52 

8.  Examinations  of  Pathological  material : — 

(n)  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  which  wore  examined  at  this  Centre  : — 
For  detection  of  spirochetes 
..  ,,  gonococci  .. 

Number. 

50 

27 

Total 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  which  were  sent  for  examination  to  an 
independent  laboratory  : — 

For  Wassermann  reaction.. 


77 
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Cancen 

Ninety  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  different  forms  of 
malignant  disease.  The  classification  of  the  parts  affected,  and 
the  ages  at  death,  are  set  out  in  the  extended  schedule  on  page  87. 

Alcoholism. 

One  death  was  attributed  "to  Alcoholism ; 4 others  were 
ascribed  to  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver ; this  disease  is  generally  caused 
by  Alcoholism. 

Other  Causes  of  Death. 

I am  appending  to  this  report  an  extended  schedule  of  the 
causes  of,  and  ages  at  death,  of  those  deaths  propei'ly  belonging 
to  the  City  which  occurred  during  the  year.  This  gives  more 
detailed  information  as  regards  the  causes  of  death  than  the  table 
on  page  23.  Thirty  deaths  were  attributed  to  accident  or  negli- 
gence or  other  forms  of  violence,  etc.,  including  three  suicidal 
deaths. 


Uncertified  Deaths. 

There  were  14  uncertified  deaths  during  the  year,  or  1.03  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number.  Deaths  are  recorded  as  uncertified 
when  no  medical  certificate  is  forthcoming  concerning  the  cause 
of  death,  and  when  no  inquest  has  been  held. 


Percentages  of  Total  Deaths 
Uncertified. 

England  and  Wales 

1-5 

96  Great  Towns  (including 

London)  ...  0.9 

148  Smaller  Towns 

1.8 

London 

0. 1 

Still  Births. 

No  system  of  registration  of  still-births  exists  in  this  country. 
Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  still-births  (after  a certain 
period  of  gestation)  are  notifiable.  During  the  year  12  cases  were 
notified  by  medical  men,  ancf  8g  by  midwives.  Also  there  are  no 
legal  requirements  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  of  still-born 
infants.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Cemeteries  kindly  furnishes 
me  each  month  with  a record  of  those  that  are  buried  at  the 
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Coventry  Cemeteries;  from  these  it  appears  that  124  bodies  of 
infants  said  to  have  been  still-born  were  buried  in  the  Cemeteries 
during  the  year ; of  these,  57  were  certified  by  medical  men  as 
having  been  still-born,  and  67  by  midwives.  Of  these,  5 were 
born  outside  the  City. 

Inquests. 

0 

Ninety-four  inquests  appear  to  have  been  held  during  the 
year.  These  include  14  deaths  in  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  and  12  others  of  non-residents;  also  4 military  deaths, 
and  one  interned  enemy  alien.  In  35  instances  the  death  was 
attributed  to  disease.  In  the  others  the  originating  cause,  as 
indicated  by  the  verdicts,  was  as  follows  : — Burns  and  scalds,  1 ; 
suicide,  3;  accidents,  15;  overlaying,  2;  asphyxia,  due  to  drown- 
ing, 2 ; asphyxia,  2 ; exposure,  i ; inattention  after  birth,  i ; gas 
poisoning,  2. 


1917. 

Comparison  of  Prevalence  of  Sickness  and  Death  from  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Weekly  Returns  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Week 

Ending. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria, 

including 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms 

of 

Tuberculosis. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Cerebro- 

spinal Fever. 

Acute 

Poliomvelitis 

m 

CS 

o 

1917. 

January 

6 

8 

8 

1 

1 

10 

1 

•• 

1 

201 

13 

3 

7 

12 

149 

20 

3 

4 

. . 

4 

. . 

126 

t ) 

27 

3 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

57 

February 

3 

2 

6 

1 

. , 

6 

, , 

76 

10 

6 

13 

11 

45 

17 

3 

12 

1 

11 

2 

68 

24 

3 

10 

1 

12 

1 

21 

March 

3 

1 

1 

11 

4 

26 

10 

2 

3 

1 

10 

3 

1 

16 

i 

17 

2 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1 

19 

24 

5 

4 

2 

9 

1 

13 

31 

3 

7 

12 

2 

10 

April 

7 

1 

3 

5 

, , 

4 

1 

14 

1 

9 

12 

3 

i 

8 

> 

21 

5 

8 

16 

1 

2 

6 

» 

28 

1 

6 

2 

16 

2 

, . 

12 

May 

5 

2 

4 

2 

13 

2 

, , 

4 

) 1 

12 

2 

6 

16 

1 

. . 

10 

> 

19 

4 

2 

1 

12 

2 

, , 

2 

26 

10 

3 

14 

2 

8 

June 

2 

2 

3 

8 

2 

1 

4 

i 

9 

4 

4 

20 

2 

, . 

3 

16 

4 

1 

6 

1 

3 

6 

f 

23 

5 

2 

14 

2 

2 

, , 

ft 

30 

5 

1 

i 

20 

2 

1 

, . 

July 

7 

4 

3 

1 

10 

2 

. , 

4 

» 

14 

7 

, , 

i 

5 

2 

1 

. , 

f f 

21 

9 

1 

, . 

15 

4 

2 

• . . 

• t 

August 

28 

4 

3 

. . 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15 

2 

1 

2 

11 

4 

2 

. . 

, , 

5 

'2 

• • 

. • 

1 r 

18 

4 

2 

1 

, , 

4 

1 

f » 

25 

5 

1 

1 

9 

2 

, . 

4 

September  1 

4 

1 

. . 

1 

. , 

7 

, , 

1 

5 

8 

6 

1 

19 

2 

. , 

• • 

5 

Jt 

15 

4 

, , 

1 

6 

3 

2 

1 

f 

22 

9 

3 

7 

1 

2 

f f 

29 

6 

2 

, . 

13 

2 

2 

October 

6 

9 

4 

, , 

3 

5 

« 4 

1 

2 

ff 

13 

10 

6 

; , 

, , 

16 

2 

1 

f t 

20 

15 

2 

1 

3 

6 

2 

1 

27 

17 

3 

1 

i 

1 

8 

2 

i 

1 

November  3 

15 

4 

, , 

1 

4 

9 

3 

) f 

10 

9 

1 

1 

, , 

17 

1 

2 

r f 

17 

13 

2 

, , 

7 

11 

1 

i 

1 

24 

18 

3 

2 

5 

6 

2 

i 

6 

December  1 

15 

1 

^ , 

2 

2 

2 

2 

f > 

8 

1 

, . 

5 

8 

1 

1 1 

15 

5 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 

y ) 

22 

7 

1 

1 

2 

5 

, , 

, , 

f 1 

29 

4 

2 

4 

1 

5 

Totals 

296 

180 

17  ' 

6 

52 

521 

78 

28 

2 

946 

55 


The  City  and  Pinley  Isolation  Hosiiitals. 

At  the  City  Hospital  337  patients  have  been  under  treatment. 
Forty-one  patients  were  remaining  in  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  296  were  admitted  during  the  year.  Of  this  latter 
number,  5 were  sick  staff,  and  the  remaining  291  were  patients 
actually  admitted. 

Of  these  patients,  nine  were  admitted  from  the  Coventry 
Rural  District  (all  Scarlet  Fever),  two  from  the  Foleshill  Rural 
District  with  Diphtheria,  five  from  the  Government  Colony 
(i  Mumps,  and  4 Diphtheria),  and  one  from  the  Rugby  Rural  Dis- 
trict with  Diphtheria. 

Particulars  concerning  the  illnesses  suffered  from  are  given 
in  the  subjoined  table. 

Of  the  44  patients  admitted  with  Diphtheria  (dealing  only 
with  the  42  who  were  discharged  during  the  year),  13  (two  from 
the  Foleshill  Rural  District  and  i from  Rugby  Rural  District) 
were  admitted  with  a view  to  Tracheotomy  being  performed  if 
required.  Of  these,  6 were  operated  on,  4 of  whom  satisfactorily 
recovered.  In  7 instances  no  operation  was  done;  6 of  these 
recovered.  In  the  other  29  cases  the  patients  were  sent  in  for 
isolation  purposes. 


Disease. 

In  Hospital 
Jan.  1,  1917. 

Admitted 
during  1917. 

Total 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Remaining 
in.  Hospital 
Jan.  1,  1918. 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . 

38 

238 

276 

230 

4 

42 

1-4 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

. . 

9 

9 

8 

1 

11-1 

Diphtheria  . . . . ' . . 

2 

42 

44 

35 

7 

2 

15-9 

Mumps 

1 

1 

1 

. . 

Catarrh  (admitted  as  Typhoid) 

1 

1 

1 

Sick  StaS — 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

. . 

8 

3 

• . 

3 

Other  Illnesses 

2 

i 

2 

2 

•• 

41 

296 

337 

278 

12 

47 

337  337 
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No  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Pinley  (Small  Pox) 
Hospital. 

The  average  period  of  stay  of  tho.se  patients  who  were 
admitted  during  the  year  to  the  City  Hospital  was  42.2  days. 

The  maximum,  average,  and  minimum  numbers  of  patients 


in  the  two  Hospitals  were  as  under 

: — 

Maximum 

Average 

Minimum 

^ No.  of  PatientB. 

No.  of  Patients. 

No.  of  Patients. 

City  Hospital  78 

34-2 

17 

Pinley  Hospital  — 

— 

— 

The  current  expenses  of  the  City  Hospital  during  the  last 
financial  year,  ending  31st  March,  1917,  amounted  to  ;;^5,o69 
13s.  4d. ; those  for  the  Pinley  Hospital  to  ;^238  is.  lod. 


During  the  same  time  the  sum  of  ;^2oo  12s.  6d.  was  received 
on  account  of  the  admission  of  patients  to  the  City  Hospital  from 
outside  districts,  etc. 

The  current  quarterly  expenses  of  the  two  Hospitals  in  1917 


were  as  under  : — 

City  Hospital. 

Pinley  Hospital. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

I St  Quarter 

1,186 

16  2 

55 

8 2 

2nd  Quarter 

00 

II  0 

28 

00 

00 

3rd  Quarter 

625 

12  5 

I 

18  3 

4th  Quarter 

802 

H 5 

36 

8 8 

;^3.263 

1 

14  0 , 

£^22 

3 9 

For  the  City  Hospital,  the  sum  above  stated  for  maintenance 
expenses,  divided  among  the  average  number  of  patients,  amounts 
to  36s.  8d.  per  head  per  week. 

The  average  sum  expended  per  week  during  the  year  for  diet 
amounted  to  ;^i9  19s-  lo^d.  ; this,  divided  among  the  average 
number  of  patients  and  boarded  staff,  comes  to  6s.  8d.  each  per 
week,  or  the  cost  of  diet  for  each  boarded  person  was  ii^d.  per 
day. 

Disinfecting ' and  Ambulance  Station. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  work  that  has  been  done 
in  connection  with  the  Disinfection  and  .A.mbulance  Station  : — 
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Visits  paid  to  houses  where  infectious  disease  was  suspected 
or  notified — 1,488. 

Patients  removed  to  the  City  Hospital — 289. 

Patients  removed  to  the  Pinley  Hospital — o. 

Houses  disinfected  by  fumig-ation  or  sprayingf — 707. 

Steam  disinfecting-  apparatus  used  250  times. 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam — 13,514  (including  1,862  articles 
from  the  Military  Authorities). 

Disinfection  of  rooms  by  fumigation  or  spraying,  and  of 
clothing,  etc.,  by  heat,  has  been  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Schools. 

As,  in  this  City,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  two  annual  reports  are  issued  together, 
and  some  amount  of  repetition  is  thereby  avoided.  (See  page  99 
and  seq.). 

Under  Section  39  of  the  Corporation  Act,  1900,  the  person 
in  charge  of  any  school  or  department  of  a school  is  required  to 
notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  it  is  known  that  a 
scholar  is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease.  All  known  schools 
and  departments  of  schools  are  supplied  with  stamped  addressed 
forms  for  this  purpose  by  your  Sanitary  Committee,  and  on 
page  58  is  given  a table  of  the  notifications  received  during  the 
year. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  SCHOOLS. 


School. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Ring- 

worm. 

Mumps. 

Diphtheria 

Measles. 

Skin 

Disease. 

Itch. 

Phthisis. 

Miscel-  1 

laneous.  | 

Totals. 

Broad  Street,  Boys  . . 

4 

4 

,,  Girls  . . 

. . 

1 

i 

. • 

i 

, , 

3 

Centaur  Road,  Boys. . 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Girls  .. 

1 

• • 

• . 

4 

, , 

2 

7 

,,  Infants 

2 

3 

, , 

. . 

3 

, , 

85 

93 

Cheylesmore  Boys  . . 

. . 

. . 

1 

2 

. . 

. , 

1 

3 

7 

,,  Girls  .. 

, , 

, , 

1 

. . 

30 

1 

1 

33 

, , Infants 

, , 

5 

1 

2 

7 

1 

19 

5 

40 

Earlsdon,  Sen. 

, , 

, , 

, , 

2 

2 

4 

,,  Infants 

2 

h 

2 

5 

69 

12 

91 

Edgewick,  Sen. 

11 

2 

1 

2 

* • 

16 

, , Infants  . . 

i2 

9 

5 

63 

4 

8 

101 

Predk.  Bird,  Boys  . . 

. , 

, , 

4 

, , 

2 

, , 

4 

10 

, , Girls  . . 

. * 

5 

2 

2 

2 

, , 

11 

Infants 

6 

1 

1 

36 

44 

John  Gulson, Boys  .. 

No  Re 

turn 

Girls  .. 

. , 

, , 

1 

, , 

1 

2 

,,  Infants 

1 

1 

2 

23 

2 

33 

62 

Little  Heath  . . 

. , 

3 

3 

Paradise  

3 

43 

4 

4 

26 

li 

29 

1 

, , 

4 

124 

Radford,  Sen. 

. , 

16 

2 

2 

8 

28 

,,  Infants 

No  Re 

turn 

Red  Lane,  Boys 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Girls 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Infants  .. 

, , 

. , 

2 

. , 

2 

South  Street,  Boys  . . 

• • 

, , 

1 

1 

, , Girls  . . 

, » 

, , 

1 

1 

, , Infants 

7 

7 

Spon  Street  Boys  . . 

. • 

. . 

3 

2 

i 

2 

1 

9 

,,  Girls  . . 

. . 

. • 

1 

1 

3 

1 

. . 

1 

7 

,,  Infants 

2 

1 

, , 

4 

32 

2 

6 

47 

Stoke  Council,  Boys. . 

1 

, , 

4 

1 

6 

,,  Girls.. 

, , 

, , 

4 

4 

8 

,.  Infants 

No  Re 

turn 

Wheatley  St.,  Boys  . . 

. . 

' 

1 

• • 

1 

,,  • Girls  . . 

, , 

1 

6 

3 

10 

, , Infants 

No  Re 

turn 

, , Special 

No  Re 

turn 

All  Saints’,  Sen 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Infants  . . 

No  Re 

turn 

King  Fields  . . 

, , 

3 

, , 

, , 

3 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Infants 

, , 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

. . 

10 

St.  John’s,  Boys 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Girls  & Infants 

No  Re 

turn 

St.  Mark’s, Sen. 

3 

, , 

3 

1 

1 

1 

, , 

9 

,,  Infants  . . 

No  Re 

turn 

. 

St.  Mary’s,  Sen. 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Infants.. 

, . 

. . 

• • 

1 

1 

St.  Michael’s,  Boys  . . 

, , 

1 

1 

, , 

. . 

2 

,,  Girls  . . 

3 

i 

. • 

7 

11 

,,  Infants 

3 

i 

1 

1 

4 

15 

25 

St.  Osljurg’s,  Sen.  . . 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

5 

15 

2 

2 

36 

,,  Infants 

No  Re 

turn 

St.  Peter’s,  Boys 

No  Re 

turn 

,,  Girls  & Infants 

, . 

8 

2 

9 

, . 

13 

5 

.. 

37 

Stoke  National 

. . 

1 

i 

1 

2 

30 

7 

.. 

42 

Thomas  Street 

i 

1 

1 

1 

24 

1 

4 

3 

• • 

36 

King  Henry  VIII.  . . 

, , 

. . 

. . 

• • 

1 

4 

• . 

5 

Queen’s  R3.  (Private) 

1 

1 

•• 

• • 

2 

Total 

28 

127 

48 

39 

236 

46 

391 

73 

6 

2 

5 

1001 

59 


Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913. 

The  following  is  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee  : — 

Twenty-four  cases  have  been  under  consideration  during  the 
year. 

One  case  (No.  2)  referred  to  in  the  Report  for  1916,  after 
considerable  difficulty,  was  arranged  to  be  sent  as  an  inmate  of 
the  Midland  Counties  Institution  at  Knowle;  the  boy  was 
admitted  on  March  14th,  19  r 7,  and  immediately  afterwards  his 
removal  was  suggested  by  the  parents ; his  final  discharge  was 
obtained  in  May,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Control. 

Four  cases  (Nos.  6,  7,  8 and  9)  were  referred  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians  as  cases  in  their  Institution  liable  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Act;  they  were  certified  as  mentally  deficient  in  March, 
1917.  As  the  London  Road  Institution  has  been  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Control  and  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  recep- 
tion of  cases  under  this  Act,  these  four  remain  at  the  Institution 
and  are  chargeable  to  this  Committee. 

•Another  case  (No.  10)  appearing  likely  to  receive  benefit 
from  institutional  treatment,  preliminary  arrangements  were  made 
for  his  admission  to  the  Midland  Counties  Institution  at  Knowle; 
but  when  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Control  was  asked,  it  was 
withheld,  as  the  case  was  not  considered  “ urgent.”  That  is, 
the  Board  declined  to  allow  a grant  in  aid  of  this  case.  After 
ascertaining  what  the  parents  could  contribute  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  cancel  the  arrangements,  as  no  agreement  of  a satisfac- 
tory nature  could  be  made. 

Sixteen  cases  have  been  under  supervision  in  their  own 
homes.  No  cases  have  been  placed  under  guardianship. 

During  the  year  51  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Visitor 
appointed  und^r  this  Act. 

Public  Mortuary. 

The  Public  Mortuary  has  been  used  on  26  occasions  during 
the  year. 

Twenty-one  of  the  bodies  were  brought  in  by  the  horsed 
ambulance,  three  by  the  Police,  and  two  by  others. 
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The  particulars  concerning  the  bodies  received  into  the 
Mortuary  are  as  follow  : — Still-born  infants,  i ; Suicides,  i ; Acci- 
dents, 6;  Died  in  streets  or  other  public  places,  12;  Found 
drowned,  3;  Found  dead,  2;  Infectious  disease,  i. 

Pauperism. 

Mr.  Evans,  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  figures  relating  to  this  subject : — 

Number  of  inmates  of  London  Road  Institution  at  end 

of  year  1917  ...  ...  ...  ...  397 

Average  number  of  inmates  for  previous  five  years  ...  492 

Number  of  persons  who  received  out-door  relief  in  1917  486 

Average  number  of  persons  who  received  out-door 

relief  in  previous  five  years  ...  ...  ...  1,089 

£ s.  d. 

Actual  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  in  1917  2,814  2 4j[^ 

Average  yearly  expenditure  in  out-door  relief 

in  previous  five  years  ...  ...  3,405  18  9 

Decrease  on  the,  average  expenditure  in  out- 
door relief  ...  ...  ...  ...  591  16  4^ 

These  figures  show  that  a considerable  diminution  has 
occurred  in  the  amount  of  pauperism  the  Guardians  have  been 
called  on  to  deal  with. 

Pauper  Sickness. 

Returns  are  received  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  each 
fortnight  concerning  the  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness.  In  all, 
243  such  cases  have  been  returned.  These  returns  afford  an  indica- 
tion of  the  amount  and  locality  of  illness  among  the  poorest. 

The  following  table  shows  the  decrease  in  cases  during  the 


last  ten  years  ; — 

1916 

340  cases. 

. 1911 

882  cases. 

1915  ... 

565  ,, 

1910 

••  770  M 

1914  ... 

678  ,, 

1909  . 

935  M 

1913  ... 

622 

1908 

..  1003  ., 

1912 

852 

1907  . 

00 

Overcrowding. 

Sixteen  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year.  This  is  in  no  sense  an  index  of  the  amount  of  overcrowding 
which  occurred. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

Owing  to  the  depletion  of  the  staff  and  war  conditions  gener- 
ally it  was  again  found  to  be  impossible  to  continue  the  usual 
systematic  work  in  relation  to  Unfit  Houses. 

Respecting  the  manner  of  occupation  of  houses  which  have 
been  converted  from  hack-to-back  houses  to  through- 
veritilaied  houses,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  igog. 

During  the  past  year  a re-inspection  was  made  of  all  houses 
Vhich  had,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  igog,  been  converted 
from  back-to-back  to  through-ventilated  houses.  It  is  satisfac- 
tory to  report  that  in  all  cases  the  houses  were  properly  occupied 
as  through-ventilated  houses. 


E 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 


62 


The  City  Engineer  kindly  provides  the  following  information  : — 


PLANS 

APPROVED. 

Year, 

Houses. 

Factories 

and 

Workshops 

Alterations 

and 

Additions. 

Miscellan’s 

Public 

Buildings. 

1 

Churches. 

Chapels. 

Schools. 

Streets. 

Totals. 

1901 

304 

10 

60 

36 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

414 

1902 

556 

29 

53 

66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

714 

1903 

810 

16 

95 

68 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

995 

1901 

535 

26 

80 

56 

3 

0 

0 

0 

16 

716 

1905 

523 

33 

69 

50 

1 

0 

0 

1 

8 

685 

1906 

1116 

55 

45 

64 

4 

0 

1 

2 

26 

1313 

1907 

1275 

70 

45 

105 

1 

0 

1 

4 

35 

1536 

including 

two 

additions 

1908 

1084 

16 

42 

94 

2 

1 

1 

0 

17 

1257 

1909 

1030 

40 

54 

111 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1243 

1910 

1205 

34 

62 

141 

2 

0 

1 

2 

30 

1477 

1911 

1386 

40 

62 

147 

8 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1650 

1912 

622 

69 

102 

140 

3 

0 

0 

3 

16 

956 

includingf 

ncluding 

two 

two 

additions 

additions 

1913 

1236 

75 

98 

113 

7 

0 

0 

1 

15 

1645 

1914 

1189 

43 

91 

118 

2 

1 

0 

4 

3 

1451 

including 

two 

additions 

and  one 

Sunday 

School. 

1915 

510 

77 

46 

119 

2 

2 

0 

0 

6 

762 

including 

Mission 

one 

Churches 

addition. 

1916 

163 

75 

55 

86 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

382 

1917 

287 

69 

34 

46 

3 

0 

0 

0 

8 

447 

BUILDINGS  COMPLETED. 

1901 

426 

8 ■ 

27 

18 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

482 

1902 

403 

18 

19 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

467 

1903 

622 

15 

34 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

687 

1904 

671 

13 

39 

21 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

746 

additions 

1905 

378 

14 

14 

11 

2 

0 

0 

1 

6 

426 

1906 

728 

34 

7 

16 

2 

0 

0 

2 

13 

802 

1907 

1010 

48 

20 

32 

2 

0 

0 

1 

18 

1131 

1908 

1188 

26 

21 

44 

2 

0 

2 

1 

7 

1291 

1909 

1169 

32 

28 

49 

5 

0 

0 

1 

14 

1298 

1910 

959 

45 

20 

61 

2 

0 

0 

0 

13 

1100 

1911 

1211 

39 

46 

66 

4 

1 

0 

4 

19 

1390 

including 

one 

addition 

1912 

894 

67 

53 

99 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1120 

1913 

838 

67 

60 

80 

12 

0 

0 

4 

10 

1071 

including 

three 

additloni 

1914 

927 

32 

56 

82 

1 

2 

0 

1 

14 

1115 

including 

addition 

1915 

785 

46 

50 

85 

2 

0 

0 

1 

7 

976 

1916 

418 

49 

27 

26 

2 

1 

0 

1* 

8 

532 

including 

one 

addition 

1917 

176 

62 

24 

19 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

285 

*R.C.  School,  Foleshill. 
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Registered  Places. 

The  questions  that  have  arisen  and  the  action  which  has  been 
taken  in  connection  with  these  are  dealt  with  below  : — 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


Number 

of  slaughter-houses  on  ^Register,  January,  1917... 

48 

J) 

> ) 

) } 

added  to  Register  during  year 

0 

> } 

) ) 

J ) 

discontinued  during  year 

0 

) ) 

> i 

) > 

on  Register,  December  1917 

48 

J ) 

,,  visits 

... 

1215 

> > 

,,  contraventions 

observed 

• 24 

> ) 

,,  annual 

licences 

renewed 

9 

The  contraventions  observed  related  to  limewashing  walls, 
cleansing  floors,  and  the  removal  of  offal,  and  these  were  remedied 
without  having  recourse  to  Magisterial  proceedings. 

Notifications  were  received  from  42  butchers  using  25 
slaughter-houses,  concerning  the  carcases  of  214  animals,  viz.# 
26  bullocks,  78  cows,  50  heifers,  12  calves, <36  sheep,  and  12  pigs; 
these  being  found,  after  slaughter,  to  be  diseased  or  unsound. 

The  meat  surrendered  and  destroyed  in  connection  with  these 
notifications  amounted  to  9,940  lbs.,  and  was  as  follows  : — Beef, 
8,904  lbs.  (of  which  3,977  lbs.  were  tuberculous);  Veal,,  105  lbs.  ; 
Mutton,  378  lbs.;  Pork,  553  lbs.  (no  lbs.  tuberculous). 


'UNWHOLESOME  FOOD. 

The  following  quantities  of  unsound  food  have  been  surren- 
dered from  shops  and  stores  : — 2 cooked  hams,  12  tins  of  beef, 
and  4 boxes  of  kippers. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


COWSHEDS. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register,  1916  ...  9 

)>  >>  1)  ))  ^9^7  ® 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  in  use,  1916  ...  ...  19 

■ ,)  ,,  ,,  19^7  •••  •••^5 

,,  ,,  visits  during  the  year  ...  ...  15 

,,  ,,  contraventions  observed  ...  ...  6 


The  contraventions  observed  related  to  limewashing  at  the 
specified  times. 
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MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  names  on  Register,  December,  1916...  375 

,,  ,,  ,,  added  to  Regfister  during  year  10 

,,  ,,  ,,  discontinued  during  year  ...  61 

,,  ,,  ,,  on  Register,  December,  1917  324 


,,  ,,  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1032 

,,  ,,  contraventions  observed  ...  ...  76 

The  contraventions  related  to  ; — 

Registration  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Milk  vessels  not  kept  covered  ...  ...  ...  53 

Milk  stored  in  unsuitable  places  ...  ...  2 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  on  Register,  1916  ...  ...  ...  4 

, , , , , , 19^7  ■ ■ ■ • • • • • ■ 4 

,,  of  visits  during  the  year  ...  ...  82 

,,  ,,  contraventions  , ...  ...  “ ...  6 


The  contraventions  observed  related  to  limewashing  walls, 
cleansing  floors,  and  registration. 

The  general  condition  of  the  four  registered  houses  is  much 
the  same  as  hitherto,  and  these  provide  sleeping  accommodation 
for  312  men  nightly.  ^ 

The  registration  of  premises  formerly  used  as  a factory,  and 
referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  is  still  under  consideration.  These 
premises  provide  sleeping  accommodation  for  126  men  nightly, 
and  have  been  used  as  a Common  Lodging  House  since  1915, 
without  being  registered  as  such.  During  the  past  year  Magis- 
terial proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  keeper  for  contra- 
ventions with  respect  to  registration,  and  a fine  of  ;^5  was  inflicted 
for  the  first  offence,  and  a fine  of  ;£'£  and  10/-  per  day  for  60 
days  for  a continuing  offence. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  38  houses  on  the  Register,  containing  sleeping 
accommodation  for  738  persons  nightly.  Most  of  these  houses 
appear  to  be  conducted  more  or  less  as  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Offensive  Trades. 

No  application  has  been  received  during  the  year  for  permis- 
sion to  use  premises  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  an  offensive 
trade. 
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• 

The  number  of  premises  used  in  connection  with  the  trades 
scheduled  as  offensive  is  as  follows: — Tripe  boiling,  20;  Fish 
frying,  76;  Hide  and  skin  dealers,  3;  Rag  and  bone  dealers,  3. 

These  premises  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and 
were  found  to  be  kept  as  free  from  effluvia  as  the  nature  of  the 
trade  would  allow. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  the 
nuisance  arising  from  smoke  emitted  from  three  factory  chim- 
neys. Observations  were  made,  and  the  nuisances  to  some  extent 
remedied ; however,  in  one  instance  it  was  found  necessary  to 
request  the  occupier  to  effect  structural  alterations. 

Pig  Keeping. 

On  January  5th,  1917,  the  Local  Government  Board  issued 
a circular  letter  to  Local  Authorities  stating  that  Regulations 
were  about  to  be  made  to  enable  any  Local  Authority  to  give  per- 
mission for  the  keeping  of  pigs,  notwithstanding  the  provisions 
of  any  Byelaws  in  operation  relating  to  pig  keeping. 

Since  January  5th,  1917,  several  verbal  enquiries  have  been 
received  as  to  the  suitability  of  premises  for  this  purpose. 

Six  applications  in  writing  were  received,  and  of  these  two 
were  approved  and  four  disapproved. 

It  may  be  reasonably  doubted  whether  the  economical  gain 
(if  any,  under  existing  conditions  of  dear  fodder)  of  promiscuous 
pig-keeping  in  crowded  areas  will  sulliciently  counterbalance  the 
deleterious  effects  which  may  be  expected  to  the  public  health, 
especially  among  the  infantile  population.  Pig-keeping  is  an 
industry  which  should  be  relegated  to  rural  areas. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  to  1907. 

Mr.  Clarke,  the  Inspector  under  these  Acts,  reports  as 
follows 

During  the  year  152  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst,  who  certified  142  as  genuine,  and  10  as  adul- 
terated. 

The  samples  were  collected  in  the  following  manner : — 
Formal  samples,  79;  preliminary  samples,  73;  and  included  : New 
milk,  117;  butter,  26;  cream,  2;  arrowroot,  2;  bread,  3;  scones, 
I ; sago,  I. 
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Of  the  1 17  samples  of  new  milk,  107  were  certified  as  genuine 
and  10  as  adulterated.  Of  these,  one  was  deficient  of  23  per  cent, 
of  fat,  and  nine  contained  added  water,  in  amounts  varying  from 
2.5  per  cent,  to  26  per  cent. 

The  26  samples  of  butter  were  certified  as  genuine. 

All  the  dairy  products  were  tested  for  preservatives. 

The  nature  of^each  article  and  analytical  results  will  be  found 
on  pages  96-97,  and  the  Magisterial  proceedings  necessary  on 
page  85. 

Report  of  Administr.vjton  in  connection  with  the  Public 
HE.'tLTH  (Milk  .-xnd  Cream)  Regul.ations,  1912. 


Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1917. 
I.  Milk;  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

{b) 

Number  of  samples 

Number  in  which  a 

examined  for  the  presence 

preservative  was  reported 

• 

of  a preservative. 

to  be  present. 

Milk  

117 

Cream 

•• 

•• 

2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 

analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label 
as  to  presen^atives  were  correct. 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  2 

(ii.)  Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  — 

Total  ...  2 

(b)  Determinations  made  of  -milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as 

preserved  cream. 

(i.)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  2 

(ii.)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  — 


\ 


Total  ...  2 
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Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1906. 

Five  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  were  submitted  to  the  oflicial 
Agricultural  Analyst,  who  certified  each  sample  to  comply  with  the 
guarantee  and  within  the  prescribed  limits  of  error. 

Orders  of  the  Food  Controller  relegated  to  the 
* Health  Department. 

The  Manufacture  of  Flour  and  Bread  Order. 

The  Cake  and  Pastry  Order. 

The  Sugar  Confectionery  Order. 

The  Butter  Order. 

The  Price  of  Milk  Order  (Retail). 

The  Meat  Sales  Order. 

Numerous  visits  were  made  and  twenty-seven  contraventions 
observed,  and  these  were  remedied  on  receipt  of  a letter  of 
caution. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Section  132  of  this  Act  is  as  follows  : — “ The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  every  District  Council  shall,  in  his  annual  report  to 
them,  report  specifically  on  the  administration  of  the  Act  in  work- 
shops and  work  places,  and  he  shall  send  a copy  of  his  annual 
report,  or  so  much  of  it  as  deals  with  the  subject,  to  the  Secretary 


of  State.” 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number 

on  Register,  December,  1917 

108 

5 ) 

of  new  bakehouses  opened 

0 

J ) 

,,  bakehouses  unoccupied 

36 

> ) 

,,  changes  of  occupancy 

4 

} } 

,,  visits 

178 

> ) 

,,  contraventions  observed 

25 

) y 

,,  ,,  remedied 

25 

Most  of 

the  contraventions  related  to 

the  lime  washing  of 

walls  and  ceilings. 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

I. — Inspection. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

16 

1 

0 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

530 

5 

0 

Workplaces  . . ; . 

(Other  than  outworkers  premises  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report). 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

546 

6 

0 

2. — Defects  Found. 


• 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

39 

8 

* 

Want  of  ventilation 

. . 

- . 

Overcrowding  . . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

•• 

• • 

Other  nuisances 

2 

2 

' 

insufficient 

Sanitary  accom-  unsuitable  or  defective., 
modation 

not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

15 

11 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  101) 

. • 

« • 

. • 

. . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  . . 

25 

25 

, . 

• . 

Other  offences  . . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report). 

• • 

• • 

• • 

*•  • 

Total  . . 

71 

46 

•• 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sectioni  2,  3,  7 and  8 ol  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3- — Homb  Work. 


aaine  outworker’«  name  will  often  be  repeated. 
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4- — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

s 

Bakers 

108 

04 

0 

Sugar  Boilers 

1 

Watch  Makers 

40 

Dressmakers  . . 

78 

0) 

Tailors 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers 

37 

31 

Milliners 

40 

c ^ 

Joiners  aiM  Carpenters  . . 

6 

0 ce 

Cabinet  Makers 

3 

a> 
w S 

Cycle  Repair  Shops 

7 

Ironmongers  and  Smiths 

9 

“i  § 

Plumbers  and  Painters  . . 

6 

-S  a>^ 

Gas  Fitters  and  Bellhangers 

1 

2 

Pattern  Makers  and  Brassfounders  . . 

1 

Saddlers 

4 

•3  a 

Tinworkers 

6 

CO  oQ 

0 0) 

Picture  Framers 

S 

09  d 

Laundries 

, 1 

0 J3 

Box  and  Bag  Makers 

1 

0 

M 

Printers  and  Bookbinders 

1 

9 ^ 

2 

Card  Stampers 

2 

u 

0 

Engravers,  etc. 

0 

04 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

S 

a 

H-* 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights  . . 

6 

. Various 

24 

Total  number  of  workshops 

on  Register 

•• 

419 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s.  133,  1901) 



0 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

10 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but 

• 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 

shop  Act  (s.  5,  1901)  . . . . j 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  . . 

0 

Other 

■ • ••  ••  ••  •• 

0 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

0 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

0 
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OUTWORKERS. 

Lists  of  outworkers  have  been  received  in  regular  course  from 
various  manufacturing  firms  in  the  City.  Visits  numbering  ii8 
have  been  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  these  workers.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  homes  where  the  work  has  been  done 
have  been  clean,  tidy,  and  quite  satisfactory. 

Out  of  the  entire  number  visited  only  four  defects  have  been 
found. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  Orders  of  the  Board 

of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Clarke,  the  Inspector  under  this  Act  reports  as  follows  : — 
PARASITIC  MANGE. 

Four  outbreaks  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 
One  of  the  outbreaks  occurred  on  premises  where  142  horses  were 
stabled ; three  animals  were  found  to  be  affected,  and  these  were 
isolated  and  received  veterinary  treatment.  The  other  cases 
occurred  on  separate  premises. 

SWINE  FEVER,  ANTHRAX,  FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DIS- 
EASE, GLANDERS,  AND  FARCY. 

No  outbreaks  have  been  recorded  during  the  year.  In  one 
instance,  however,  parts  of  an  anthrax  affected  carcase  were  found 
deposited  on  premises  within  the  City,  and  this  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  an  unrecognised  outbreak  of  Anthrax  at  a farm  in  the 
County. 

Canal  Boats. 

Inspector  Clarke,  the  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats’  Acts, 
furnishes  the  following  information,  which  shows  the  steps  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  give  effect  to  the  Acts  and  Regula- 
tions affecting  Canal  Boats  : — 

Total  number  of  Boats  registered  to  31st  December,  1917  ... 
Number  of  Boats  added  to  Register  in  1917  ... 

Total  number  of  Registrations  cancelled 
Actual  number  of  Boats  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1917 
Number  of  Boats  inspected  in  1917 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  to  tlie  Acts  and  Regulations 
Number  of  Boats  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations  ... 

Total  number  for  which  the  Cabins  were  registered 
Total  number  occupying  the  Cabins  ... 


433 

9 

183 

250 
132 
1 12 
20 
416 
380 
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Details  of  Occupations  : — 

Male  Adults 

• • • ...  ... 

...  119 

Female 

Adults 



lOI 

Children  of  School  Age  .. 

... 

...  89 

Children 

under  School  Age 

...  71 

No.  of  Cases 
met  with. 

Details  respectinf^  Infringements. 

No.  of  Cases 
remedied, 

I 

Registration 

... 

I 

3 

Overcrowding 

... 

3 

2 

Females  over  12 

improperly  occupying 

2 

II 

Painting 

... 

3 

I 

Cleanliness 

* • 

I 

4 

Ventilation 

...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

4 

Dilapidation 

... 

I 

2 

No  proper  water 

vessel  ...  ... 

I 

28  Total  cases  met  with.  Total  cases  remedied  i6 


Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken 
Number  of  printed  Notice  Forms  issued 
Number  of  Notices  attended  to 
Number  still  corresponding  about  ... 


Nil 

7 

4 

3 


Water  Supply. 

Your  Waterworks  Engineer  kindly  informs  me  that  during 
the  twelve  months  972,583,127  gallons  of  water  have  been  supplied 
from  the  public  sources  to  the  City  ; of  this  344,228,572  gallons 
were  supplied  from  Spon  End,  and  470,006,000  gallons  from 
Shustoke ; whilst  151,462,555  gallons  have  been  supplied  from 
Whitley ; and  6,886,000  gallons  by  the  North  Warwickshire 
Water  Co.  He  also  informs  me  that  92  new  services  have  been 
laid  on  to  build  and  supply  238  houses  and  39  other  buildings ; 
guarantees  have  been  received  for  252  and  167  various  completed 
houses,  in  which  are  included  582  water-closets  and  356  new  baths. 

The  amount  supplied  gives  an  average  consumption  of  20.5 
gallons  per  head  per  day.  The  comparison  of  this  figure  with 
that  of  previous  years  is  given  overleaf. 
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Amount  supplied 
per  day. 

Estimated  popu 
lation  served. 

Amount  per  head 
per  day. 

1897 

• • 

1,420,000  gals. 

61,234 

23  gals. 

1898 

1,577,207  ,, 

61,555 

■ • 25  , , 

1899 

1,723,926  „ 

61,796 

..  27  „ 

1900 

1,396,106  „ 

62,037 

..  30  „ 

1901 

1,649,292  ,, 

62,200 

• • 25  ,, 

1902 

1,670,749  ,, 

67,330 

..  25  „ 

1903 

1,678,461  ,, 

72,550 

..  23  „ 

1904 

1,633,098  ,, 

75,250 

..  21  „ 

1905 

1,775,229  „ 

78,917 

..  22  „ 

1906 

1,913,430  ,, 

82,600 

..  23  „ 

1907 

1,873,153  „ 

85,800 

..  21  „ 

1908 

1,896,191  ,, 

90,000 

..  21  „ 

1909 

1,962,625  ,, 

93,500 

..  21  „ 

1910 

1,923,921  ,, 

102,000 

..  18-8  „ 

1911 

2,067,443  ,, 

107,287 

..  19-2  „ 

1912 

2,087,762  ,, 

..  111,166 

..  18-7  „ 

1913 

2,221,279  „ 

115,064 

..  19-3  „ 

1914 

2,260,621  „ 

119,003 

..  191 

1915 

2,254,404  ,, 

122,982 

..  18-3  „ 

1916 

2,529,062  ,, 

. . 127,089 

..  19-8  „ 

1917 

2,664,611  ,, 

130,000 

..  20-5  .. 

The  Coventry  water  supply  is  derived  from  two  sources,  the 
one  source  being  a surface  water  supply  coming  from  the  River 
Bourne,  which  is  collected  in  a,  large  reservoir  at  Shustoke,  and 
treated  by  sand  filtration.  This  water  supply  belongs  to  the 
City  of  Birmingham.  The  other  source  is  that  of  deep  wells, 
which  are  situated  at  Spon  End  and  Whitley. 

The  chemical  results  of.  the  periodical  analyses  which  have 
been  made  of  these  various  waters  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table;  regular  bacteriological  examination^  have  also  been  made. 
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Results  of  Analysis  expressed  in  parts  per  JO0,000. 

SHUSTOKE. 


Date 

of 

c 

o 

cfl 

c o c 

0.2 

.s  »• 

Nitrogen 

in 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

Total  Solid 

Matter. 

Hardness. 

Rec^pt 

Sample. 

a 

o 

(A 

V 

Q 

i 

Etn  E 
tt,  <; 

u)  B 

'§.2 

§5 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Four 
Hours  at 
8o“  F. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

1917. 

Jan.  4 

Filter 

No. 

6 & 7 

trace 

•010 

3-2 

trace 

•070 

31 

9-7 

8-1 

17-8* 

t 

Bright.  Filtration  good 

do. 

7 

do. 

•009 

3-2 

do. 

•067 

31 

9-7 

81 

17-8 

do.  do. 

Feb.  6 

1 & 2 

do. 

•010 

30 

O^ll 

•060 

35 

11-6 

10-8 

22-4 

Bright  and  clear 

Mar.  7 

2 

0 000 

•009 

2-85 

0-08 

•102 

36 

9-2 

11-6 

20-8 

do.  do. 

do. 

3 

trace 

•009 

2-80 

008 

•107 

36 

9^2 

120 

21-2 

do.  do. 

April  13 

2,3,4, 
5 &6 

do. 

•009 

2-7 

0-07 

•125 

34 

11-8 

11-0 

22-8 

do.  do. 

May  17 

1,2& 

7 

do. 

•009 

2-8 

trace 

•075 

84 

10-2 

8-3 

18-6 

Bright,  with  a few  small 

June  7 

6 

do. 

•012 

2-8 

0-00 

•068 

32 

9-2 

7-2 

16-4 

particles 

Bright,  few  small  particles 

July  9 

1,2,3, 
4 &7 

0000 

•009 

2-6 

trace 

•066 

27 

f-6 

8-1 

15-7 

Bright  and  clear 

Aug.  2 

2,3.4, 
5 & 7 

trace 

•009 

2-4 

do. 

•057 

31 

8-5 

9-4 

17-9 

do.  do. 

Sept.  6 

2,3.6, 
6&  7 

do. 

•010 

2-4 

Oil 

•178 

28 

6-5 

11-9 

18-4 

Bright,  with  a few  small 

M 25 

1.2,3, 
4,5  & 7 

0000 

•009 

2-7 

trace 

•064 

28 

3-4 

9-7 

13-1 

particles 

Bright  and  clear 

Nov.  6 

1,2.3, 

4,5&6 

0 000 

•010 

2-6 

do. 

•070 

29 

5 6 

9-0 

146 

do.  do. 

Dec.  7 

1,  4. 
5&  6 

0 000 

•010 

2.6 

do. 

•067 

305 

7-5 

10-3 

17-8 

Bright,  many  small  par- 

• 

tides 
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DOEBANK  WELL,  SPON  END. 


Date 

of 

c WS 
“.S  o 

0.2 
s ® 

.s « 
§:2 

Nitrogen 

in 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

Total  Solid 

Matter. 

Hardness. 

Remarks. 

Receipt 

of 

Sample. 

iJlS  B 

S w c 
a.  1 

S 

^ e 

oS 

•go 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Four 
Hours  at 
8o°  F. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

1917. 
Jan.  18 

•001 

•003 

2^3 

0-33 

•oil 

60 

13-1 

15  9 

290 

Bright  and  clear 

April  4 

trace 

•003 

2-2 

0-33 

•010 

54 

13-8 

200 

33-8 

Pretty  clear.  Many  small 

July  5 

— 

•005 

2-0 

0^33 

•019 

46 

13-8 

14-6 

28-4 

particles 

Bright.  Few  small  particles 

Oct.  8 

— 

•004 

2-2 

0-38 

•015 

51 

13-5 

13-6 

27-1 

Bright.  Few  small  particles 

TANK,  SPON  END. 


1917. 

Jan. 

18 

•001 

■003 

1-9 

0-33 

•014 

46 

12-8 

151 

27-9 

Bright  and  clear  , 

April 

4 

trace 

•003 

2-0 

0-33 

•016 

48 

10-5 

17-1 

27-6 

Bright,  with  few  small  par- 
ticles 

July 

5 

do. 

•005 

2-2 

0-33 

•019 

50 

13-4 

11-8 

25  2 

Bright  Few  large  particles 

Oct. 

8 

•004 

2-0 

0-46 

■016 

44 

13-4 

12  6 

26  0 

Bright,  with  a few  small 
particles 

WHITLEY. 


1917. 

April  13 

•001 

•004 

3-7 

•066 

•034 

67 

18-4 

20-1 

38-5 

Bright,  with  many  small 
particles 

June  21 

— 

•002 

3-6 

•77 

•010 

63 

14-6 

22-5 

37-1 

Bright ; few  small  particles 

„ 27 

— 

•003 

3-6 

•66 

•019 

65 

15-4 

19-4 

34-8 

Bright  and  clear 

July  4 

— 

•004 

3-6 

•66 

•016 

64 

10-3 

220 

32-3 

do.  do. 

„ 11 

— 

•003 

3-6 

82 

•020 

63 

11-1 

21-2 

32  3 

Clear  and  bright,  with  very 
few  small  particles 

„ 18 

trace 

•003 

3-6 

•77 

•017 

63 

13-0 

20  9 

33-9 

Bright  and  clear 

25 

— 

•003 

3-7 

•72 

•010 

63 

13-2 

19-6 

32-8 

Bright,  with  a few  small 
particles 

Aug.  1 

trace 

•003 

3-6 

■66 

•009 

66 

18-0 

210 

39-0 

Bright  and  clear 

..  9 

— 

•004 

3-8 

•77 

•0075 

63 

14-9 

24-9 

39-8 

Pretty  clear ; many  small 
particles 

15 

— 

•002 

3-75 

•77 

•009 

66 

110 

24-1 

35-1 

Slightly  opalescent 

22 

— 

•003 

3-7 

•77 

•oil 

65 

15-8 

24^1 

39-9 

Bright ; many  small  par- 
ticles 

„ 29 

trace 

•003 

3-7 

•77 

•015 

64 

13-1 

23  6 

36-7 

Bright ; many  small  par- 
ticles 

Sept.  6 

— 

•004 

3-7 

•66 

•013 

65 

10-2 

27-3 

37-5 

Bright,  with  few  small  par- 
ticles 

„ 12 

trace 

•003 

3-6 

•71 

•012 

65 

13-3 

25-7 

390 

Bright,  with  a few  small 
particles 

..  18 

— 

•003 

3-65 

•76 

•009 

64 

12-6 

23-3 

35-9 

Bright  and  clear 

..  26 

trace 

•003 

3-7 

■77 

•016 

65 

12-5 

22-6 

351 

do.  do. 

Oct.  3 

— 

•003 

3-6 

•77 

•010 

65 

' 14-9 

23-3 

38-2 

do.  do. 

Dec.  12 

•C03 

3-6 

•33 

•016 

63 

13-5 

23^2 

36-7 

Bright ; few  small  particles. 
Free  chlorine  -01 

NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  WATER  CO. 


Feb. 

19 

trace 

•003 

1^6 

0-33 

.016 

41 

15-9 

120 

27-9 

Clear  and  bright 

Mar. 

8 

— 

•005 

1-7 

016 

•032 

40 

17-4 

10- 1 

27-5 

Bright  and  clear 

April 

4 

— 

•005 

1-4 

on 

•034 

41 

13-9 

160 

29-9 

Bright,  with  few  small  par- 
ticles 

May 

17 

trace 

•004 

1-75 

0-22 

•018 

41 

17-1 

8-1 

25-2 

Bright,  with  a few  small 
particles 

June 

6 

— 

•003 

1-6 

'0-16 

•010 

38 

165 

6-1 

22-6 

Bright ; few  small  particles 

July 

5 

— 

•003 

1-6 

0-16 

•013 

40 

15-8 

10-2 

260 

Bright  and  clear 

Aug. 

1 

trace 

•003 

1-95 

0-27 

•012 

42 

16-3 

12-5 

28-8 

do.  do. 

Sept. 

5 

— 

•003 

1-9 

0-22 

•020 

37-5 

19-4 

11-0 

30-4 

Bright,  with  a few  small 
particles 

Oct. 

8 

•005 

1-8 

0-30 

•019 

40 

14-0 

13-1 

27-1 

Bright,  with  a few  small 
particles 

Nov. 

8 

— 

•004 

16 

0 30 

•014 

40 

11-7 

13-2 

24-9 

Bright  and  clear 

Dec. 

10 

•004 

2-1 

•033 

39 

12-2 

12-8 

250 

Bright ; few  small  particles 
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Refuse  Removal. 

Your  City  Engineer  has  kindly  informed  me  that  the  following 
amount  of  house  refuse  has  been  removed  during  the  year  : — 

Cubic  yards.  Cart  loads. 

Refuse  removed  ...  ...  59,138  39,400 

In  1916  the  amount  was  as  follows  : — 

Ashpit  refuse  removed  ...  90  44 

Ashbin  ,,  ,,  ...66,921  33)46i 

This  is  carted  to  the  Refuse  Destructor  and  there  dealt  with. 
Various  particulars  relating  to  refuse  collection  and  destruction 
appeared  in  the  Report  for  1913. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Vide  Report  for  1916. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  under  the 
headings  of  their  different  duties  is  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Visits  in  regard  to  births;  these  have  been  spoken  of 
under  the  heading  of  Infantile  Mortality,  pages  26  to  30. 

(2)  Visits  relating  to  home  work  are  referred  to  on  page  72. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  have  paid  129  visits  to 
workshops  where  females  are  employed. 

The  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a very  fair  condition.  The 
rooms  appeared  to  be  well  ventilated  and  suitable  as  workrooms. 

(3)  Infectious  Disease.  Visits,  numbering  2,875,  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  infectious  diseases ; the  greater  proportion 
being  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis;  i.e.,  no  less  than  2,839 
have  been  paid  during  the  year  to  notified  phthisical  patients. 

Of  the  remaining  36  visits,  21  have  been  paid  to  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  6 visits  to  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever, 
6 to  cases  of  Measles,  2 to  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  i to  a case  of 
Diphtheria. 

(4)  Work  in  connection  with  the  Midwives  Act  is  referred  to 
on  pages  38-39. 

(5)  Other  miscellaneous  work.  During  the  year  530  misceF 
laneous  visits  have  been  made.  These  include  the  inspection  of  the 
public  lavatories  for  women,  visits  in  respect  of  neglected  homes. 


F 


78 


dirty  premises,  dilapidations,  alleged  nuisances,  overcrowded 
houses,  and  any  other  special  information  required  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Throughout  the  year  92  nuisances  and  12  dirty  houses  were 
reported  to  the  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health. 


Classification  of  visits  paid  during  1917 


Notified  Births  visited 

...  2,008 

,,  ,,  re-visited 

...  2,549 

Ante-natal  Visits 

30 

Infants’  Deaths  enquired  into 

5 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

36 

Phthisis 

..  2,839 

Outworkers  ... 

...  115 

Workshops 

•••,  . •••  129 

Midwives 

139 

Mentally  Deficient  Cases 

51 

Miscellaneous 

...  530 

Hints  on  Feeding — 451  posted 

8,431 

Nuisances  reported  ... 

92 

Dirty  houses  found  .♦..  . ... 

12 

Neglected  homes 

10 

References  to  other  Departments. 

These  included  38  references  to  the  City  Engineer,  222  to  the 
Waterworks  Engineer,  and  1,045  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the 
Schools. 

The  character  of  the  references  to  the  City  Engineer  is  set 


out  in  the  following  table  : — 

Unauthorised  buildings  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foul  gullies  and  complaints  relating  to  sewers  ...  18 

Refuse  removal  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  •••  8 


The  references  to  the  Waterworks  Engineer  dealt  with  such 
matters  as  waste  of  water  from  taps  and  cisterns,  while  those  to  ’ 
Head  Teachers  related  to  infectious  disease  among  school  children 
and  exclusions  from  school. 


79 


The  Inspection  of  the  District,  and  the  Sanitary 

Staff. 

That  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  connected 
with  nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings  can  best  be  set  out  in 
tabular  form.  The  figures  in  relation  to  these  matters  for  the  year 
are  as  follow  : — 


Drainage  and  Pavement. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 
Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps 
New  Drains,  inspection  and  intercepting 
chambers  provided 
Drains  relaid  ... 

Sink  drains  disconnected  from  sewer 
Drains  tested... 

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  provided 
or  improved 

Courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired 
Dwellings. 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired  ... 
Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ... 
Damp  walls — damp  courses  inserted 
Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof  ... 
Dangerous  stairs  repaired 
Additional  windows  provided  and  others 
made  to  open 
Defective  spouts  repaired 
Pantry  ventilation  improved 
New  sinks  provided 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others 
repaired  ... 

Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains 
remedied  ... 

Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Houses  limewashed  after  infectious  disease 
Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with 

Water  Closets  and  Urinals. 

Additional  water  closets  provided 
Water  closets  reconstructed 


1916. 

1917. 

479 

664 

45 

63 

19 

16 

76 

39 

3 

8 

87 

10 

10 

88 

55 

60 

23 

59 

22 

20 

6 

149 

53 

19 

6 

51 

k 

II 

53 

62 

15 

I 

18 

14 

33 

26 

4 

I 

208 

104 

326 

188 

13 

16 

12 

25 

20 

21 

8o 


Water  Closets  and  \3ki^ki.s  — continued. 

igi6. 

Water  closets  repaired  and  limewashed  ...  93 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  basins 


and  traps  ...  ...  ...  77 

Defective  joints  in  flush  pipes  repaired  ...  23 

Foul  W.C.  basins  and  traps  cleansed  ...  281 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  repaired  ...  129 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  ...  23 

Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed  ...  10 

Urinals  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privies,  Ashpits  and  Dustbins. 


Offensive  privies  and  pail  closets  con- 
verted into  W.C.’s  ...  ...  2 

Offensive  privies  and  pail  closets  abolished 

New  W.C.’s  erected  in  place  of  above 

Offensive  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  in  place  of 

above  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  houses  provided  with  sanitary 


'dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  523 

Various. 

Premises  limewashed  and  cleansed  

Smoke  nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  3 

Nuisan'ces  from  animals  kept,  abated  ...  45 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  83 

Courts  and  back  yards  cleansed  by 

tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed  ...  5 

Water  supply — additional  taps  provided...  7 

Miscellaneous...  ...  ...  ...  255 


1917 

94 

147 

52 

875 

276 

49 

5 

3 


1 

4 

4 

2 

4 

383 


5 

55 

123 

62 

5 

15 

297 


Totals 


3.498 


3,982-^ 


This  total  includes  309  drains,  etc,,  cleansed  by  Health  Department  Staff, 


8i 
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So  far  as  the  work  is  capable  of  tabulation,  the  number  of 
visits  and  other  work  involved  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of  visits  to  premises  ... 

Number  of  statutory  notices  issued  ... 
Cleansing  notices,  statutory  ...  ... 

Number  of  informal  notices  issued 
Number  of  letters  issued 

Number  of  summonses  issued  for  non-com- 
pliance with  notice  to  abate  nuisance 
Number  of  nuisances  remaining  unabated  ... 
Number  of  registered  premises  under  super- 
vision (not  including  workshops) 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  registered  premises 


1916, 

1917. 

H.535 

14,819 

83 

72 

55 

35 

1.445 

2,035 

3,066 

2,711 

— 

9 

28 

32 

575 

530 

1,624 

2,645 

In  the  preceding  tables  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  are 
inserted  for  comparison. 
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Summary  of  Inspectors’  Work 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  NUISANCES  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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It  is  unnecessary  here  to  detail  the  difficulties  raised  by  war 
conditions,  not  only  in  l^ffectingf  sanitary  improvements,  but  also 
in  avoiding  sanitary  deterioration.  In  spite  of  various  appearances 
before  the  local  Tribunal  the  staff  has  remained  the  same  as  at  the 
time  of  the  last  report.  Mr.  J.  H.  Grant,  who  had  had  experience 
in  other  Health  Departments,  was  appointed  on  the  clerical  staff, 
and  he  has  been  responsible  for  most  of  the  statistical  portion  of 
this  report;  an  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  any  break  occur- 
ring in  the  yearly  records. 

I am  appending  to  this  Report  a record  of  the  magisterial 
proceedings  which  have  been  called  for  during  the  year,  an 
extended  schedule  of  the  ages  at,  and  causes  of,  death,  a return 
of  the  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  SNELL, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Coventry. 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS,  1917. 


No  of 
Case. 

Complaint. 

Result. 

Total  Costs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

I 

Unregistered  Common  Lodging  House 

Fined  ;^5  ... 

5 

0 

0 

2 

Ditto  ditto  ditto 

Fined  and  10/-  per 

day  for  60  days  con- 
tinuing offence 

35 

0 

0 

3 

Non-compliance  with  notice  to  abate 

nuisance 

4 

Ditto  ditto 

Adjourned  14  days  to 

Ditto  , ditto 

enable  work  to  be 

5 

\ carried  out. 

6 

Ditto  ditto 

Ordered  to  pay  costs  5/- 

I 

10 

0 

7 

Ditto  . ditto 

in  each  case  ... 

8 

Ditto  ditto 

9 

Failing  to  provide  sufficient  dustbins, 

contrary  to  Section  32  of  the  Cor- 
poration Act,  1 91 1 

Fined  10/- 

10 

0 

lO 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  10/- 

10 

0 

1 1 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  10/- 

10 

0 

12 

Selling  adulterated  milk  ... 

Fined  £']  los.  and  costs 

8 

13/- 

3 

0 

13 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  £^  10s.  and  costs 

8 

13/- 

3 

0 

14 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  £^  and  costs  10/6 

5 

10 

6 

15 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  £\  and  costs  10/6 

I 

10 

6 

16 

Ditto  ditto 

Fined  £\  and  costs  10/6 

I 

10 

6 

£^i  17 

6 

EXTENDED  SCHEDULE  OF  AGES  AND  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  YEAR  1917. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drug’s  Act,  1875 


Summarv  of  the  Reports  of  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  City  of  Coventry  upon  the 
articles  analysed  by  him  under  the  above  Act  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1917. 


Articles  submitted 

State 

whether  the  Sample 
was  submitted  to  the 
Analyst  by  an  OfiScer 
acting  under  direction 

Result  of  Analysis  showing  whether  the 
Sample  was  Genuine  or  Adulterated,  and 

Observations. 

for  Analysis. 

of  a Local  Authority 

if  Adulterated,  what  were  the  nature  and 

under  Section  13  of 
Act,  and  if  so  the 
name  of  such 
Authority. 

extent  of  the  Adulterations. 

FIRST  QUARTER. 


Samples 

Milk  14 

M I 

Mr.W.H.  Clarke, 
Food  & Drugs 
Inspector  to 
the  City  of 
Coventry. 

M 

All  Genuine 

Adulterated — 26  % added 

Info  rmal 

• 

„ I 

water 

Adulterated— 9 % added 

sample.  Ven- 
dor to  be  kept 
under  observa- 
tion 

Fined  £']  10/- 

M I 

water 

Adulterated — g % added 

and  costs 

Fined  £']  10/- 

„ I 

water 

Adulterated — 8 % added 

and  costs 
Informal 

I 

>> 

water 

Adulterated — 4’7%  added 

sample  from 
retailer 

Formal  sample 

Butter  12 

« 

water 

All  Genuine. 

from  wholesale 
dealer.  Fined 
£^  and  costs 

SECOND  QUARTER. 


Milk 

Samples 

45 

All  Genuine 

I 

9) 

Adulterated — 11%  added 
water 

Fined  £\  and 
costs 

>> 

I 

Adulterated — 8 % added 
water 

Letter  of 
caution  after 
investigation 

>> 

I 

Adulterated — 5 % added 
water 

1 n f 0 r m a 1 
sample.  Ven- 
dor to  be  kept 
under  observa- 
tion 

1 

9 9 

Adulterated — 2-5%  added 
water 

Cautioned  after 
investigation 

I 

>9 

Adulterated — Deficient  of 

23  % of  Fat 

Cautioned  after 
investigation 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drug's  Act,  \&1S— continued. 


Articles  submitted 

State 

whether  the  sample 
was  submitted  to  the 
Analyst  by  an  Officer 
acting  underdirection 

Result  of  Analysis  showing  whether  the 
Sample  was  Genuine  or  Adulterated,  and 

Observations. 

for  Analysis. 

of  a Local  Authority 

if  Adulterated,  what  were  the  nature  and 

under  Section  13  of 
Act,  and  if  so  the 
name  of  such 
Authority. 

extent  of  the  Adulterations. 

THIRD  QUARTER. 


Milk 


Samples 

l8 


Butter 
Arrowroot 
Bread 
Cream  . 
Scones 


13 

2 

2 

2 

I 


Mr.W.H.  Clarke 
Food  & Drugs 
Inspector  to 
the  City  of 
Coventry. 


FOURTH  QUARTER. 


Milk 

Samples 

30 

All  Genuine 

Bread 

I 

>5 

Sago 

I 

>> 

> J 

Butter 

I 

• 
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Annual  Report 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1917. 


lOO 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Councillor  J.  I.  Bates,  B.Sc.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  S.  Gorton,  J.P.,  Vice-Chairman. 


The  Mayor  (Councillor 

Hill,  J.P.) 

Alderman  Batchelor. 

,,  Fowler,  M.D.,  J.P. 

„ Lee,  J.P. 

„ SODEN,  M.R.C.S.,  J.P. 

Councillor  Barnacle. 

,,  Caldicott. 

,,  Cleland. 

„ Flinn. 

,,  Halpin,  |.P. 

,,  Jones,  J.P. 


Councillor  Lee. 

,,  Pugh,  J.P. 

„ Wale,  J.P. 

,,  Wyles. 

Mrs.  E.  Stearns. 

Miss  M.  Scampton. 

Mr,  T.  Burbidge,  J.P. 

„ F.  Hodson,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc. 
„ J.  W.  Lee. 

,,  J.  Lupton,  M.A. 

,,  E,  J,  Kipps,  M.Sc. 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


School  Medical  Officer 
Assistant  Medical  .Officer 


Scliool  Oculist 
X-Ray  Specialist 
School  Dentist  - 


School  Nurses 


Clerk  - 
Junior  Clerk 


- E.  H.  Snell,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

- A.  H.  Newton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  {on 

War  Service  J. 

- E.Bramley  Moore, M.D. (Florence), 
' (temporary). 

- T.  Harrison  Butler,  M.A,,  M.D, 

- T.  E.C.  Cole,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

- Claude  Taylor,  L.D.S.  (on  War 

Service). 

- F.  W.  Aitken,  L.D.S. 


Miss  Ida  M.  Ralph.  §tj  (on  War 
Service  ). 

,,  Amy  M.  Markham,  fj* 

,,  Gladys  I.  White.  J (on  War 
Service  j. 

Mrs.  Edith  S.  Lamborn.  §+f  (tem- 
porary). To  end  February, 
igi8. 

, Miss  A.  L.  Lyddon.  (temporary). 


- T.  F.  Marsden,  1 Ti7  o • 
. H.  Waters.  1 "" 

- Miss  F.  M.  Lye  (temporary ). 


§ Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board, 
t Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
j Certificated  Nurse. 

•Inspector’s  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


lOI 


CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 


Thirteenth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER, 

^ 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor^  Aldermen, 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen^ 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  thirteenth  Annual  Report 
concerning  the  schools  and  school  children  under  your  superin- 
tendence in  this  City,  a system  of  medical  inspection  having  been 
inaugurated  by  your  Council  in  1905. 

The  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education  in 
November,  1907,  on  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions) 
Act  contained  Regulations  concerning  the  Annual  Report  which 
was  to  be  compiled  as  a result  of  the  work  under  the  Act.  These 
appeared  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1916. 

The  work  of  School  Medical  Inspection  was  again  consider- 
ably interfered  with  during  the  year  owing  to  war  conditions. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Power  continued  to  act  as  part-time  Assistant 
School  Medical  Ollicer  until  March  31st,  1917,  giving  at  first  five, 
and  afterwards  two  half-days  to  the  work.  Dr.  W.  Aston  was 
then  appointed  to  give  his  whole  time  to  this  work,  and  com- 
menced his  duties  on  April  rst;  he  held  the  position  until  August 
31st,  being  succeeded  by  Dr.  E.  Bramley-Moore,  who  took  up  the 
appointment  on  October  ist,  1917.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
continual  changes  in  the  tenure  of  this  post  tell  considerably 
against  the  efficiency  of  the  work  done.  The  work  and  its  routine 
are  of  a special  character,  and  the  objective  has  to  be  appreciated 
before  the  best  results  can  be  obtained. 

The  School  Dentist,  Mr.  Claude  Taylor,  left  to  join  the  Army 
in  May,  1917;  this  post  remained  vacant  until  September,  1917, 
when  Mr.  F.  W.  Aitken,  L.D.S.,  took  up  the  duties. 

The  Eye  and  X-Ray  Departments  continued  working  during 
the  whole  year. 

A School  Nurse  (Nurse  Tustin)  left  on  July  7th,  and  Nurse 
Lyddon  was  appointed  temporary  Nurse  in  her  place  from 
November  12th. 
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(a)  THE  SANI'J'ARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 
•Coventry  now  has  27  Elementary  Schools. 

I he  nominal  total  accommodation  of  the  Elementary  Schools 
is  now  for  171831  scholars.  There  are  20,190  children  on  the 
school  registers. 

There  are  16  Council  Schools  and  1 1 Non-Provided  Schools. 
Owing  to  the  stoppage  which  has  occurred  in  the  building  of 
new  schools,  the  discrepancy  between  the  number  of  children  and 
the  accommodation  has  been  increasing,  and  much  lee-way  has  to 
be  made  up  in  this  respect. 

{b)  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 
Methods  of  Inspection. 

These  have  continued  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

(c)  EXTENT  AND  SCOPE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  142  visits  were  paid  to  the  Schools  by  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and  422  by  the  School  Nurses. 

(d)  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 
The  following  tables  have  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
suggestions  received  from  the  Board  of  Education  : — 

Table  I.  (B.  of  E.).  Number  of  Children  Inspected  Ist  January,  1917, 

to  Slst  December.  1917. 

A “Code”  Groups. 


Entrants. 

Inter- 

mediate 

Group. 

Leavers. 

Arc 

8 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Boys  

/ 

150 

16 

166 

166 

Girls  

109 

14  . 

123 

123 

Totals 

259 

30 

289 

289 

B Groups  other  than  “Code.” 


^ Intermediate  Group 

1 (other  than  8 years) 

Special  Cases 

Re-Examinations 
(».e.,  No.  of  Children 
(Re-examined) 

Boys  

Girls  

267 

304 

36 

36 

Totals 

■ 

561 

72 

*03 


the  facts  elicited  from  the  systematic  examination  of 
following-  information  concerning  the 


Among 

these  289  children  is  the 
infectious  illnesses  frgm  which 
examination  : — 

Measles 

- Whooping  Cough 
Chicken  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 


they  have  sufl’ered  prior  to  that 

262  or  90  per  cent. 

148  or  51  per  cent. 

106  or  36  per  cent. 

61  or  21  per  cent. 

22  or  7 per  cent. 


CLASS  TO  CLASS  EXAMINATION. 
Summary  of  defects  found. 

Head  verminous 

Head  ,,  (requiring  exclusion).. 

Body  dirty  or  verminous 
Clothing  neglected 
Teeth  defective 
Enlarged  Tonsils 
External  Eye  disease 
Defective  vision  and  squint  . . 

Ear  disease  . . 

Bingworm  . . 

Miscellaneous 

Number  of  Children  examined. 
Girls  . . 1363 

Boys  . . 919 


772 

18 

2 

7 

181 

668 

25 

326 

31 

46 

156 


f 
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Table  II.  (B.  of  E.) — Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical 

Inspection  in  1917. 


CODE 

GROUPS. 

SPECIALS. 

Number  requir- 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Number 
• referred  for 
treat  ment. 

ing  to  be  kept 
under  observa- 
tion but  not 
referred  for 

Number 
referred  for 
treatmeni. 

treatment. 

Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness — 

15 

6 

Head  . . 

, , 

9 

772 

Body 

. « 

, , 

9 

Ringworm — Head 

, , 

46 

Body 

. • 

, . 

Skin 

Scabies  . . 

3 

12 

Impetigo.. 

2 

12 

Other  Disease  . . 

7 

17 

Eye 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

12 

233 

325 

External  Eye  Disease 

2 

25 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing . . 

, , 

11 

43 

Ear  Disease 

15 

31 

Teeth  (Dental  Disease) 

. , 

97 

131 

Nose 

'Enlarged  Tonsils.. 

26 

32 

668 

and  .{ 

Adenoids . . 

54 

Throat 

, Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 

11 

Defective  Speech  . . 

6 

, , 

Heart 

^Heart  Disease — 

and 

Organic 

1 

8 

Circula- 

Functional 

14 

8 

tion  1 

L Anaemia . . 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

•• 

6 

81 

Definite 

4 

Lungs 

Suspected 

. . 

44 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

7 

29 

Other  Disease  . . 

, . 

, , 

Nervous  1 
System  " 

'Epilepsy  . . 

Chorea  . . 

Other  Disease  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

154 

Glands 

Bones  and  Joints 

• • 

. . 

Other  Forms  . . 

• • 

• 

. . 

Rickets 

• • ••  ••  •• 

4 

1 

Deformities 

, , 

4 

5 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  . . 

3 

14 
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Table  lY.  (B.  of  E.) — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1917. 
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Table  Y.  (B.  of  E.)  Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  of  Children 

during  1917. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  in- 
spected (whether  Code  Group,  special  or 
ailing  child)  . . 

4697  1 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
defects  (other  than  uncleanliness  or  defec- 
tive clothing  or  footgear)  who  require  to 
be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred 
for  treatment) . , 

340  ' 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 
referred  for  treatment  (excluding  unclean- 
liness, defective  clothing,  etc.). 

2630 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding 
uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.). 

1799 

(e)  HOME  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

The  homes  of  children  with  dirty  or  verjiiinous  heads  and 
bodies  are  visited  by  the  nurses.  In  the  course  of  these  and  other 
visits  to  the  homes  the  nurses  come  across  sanitary  defects  of 
various  kinds ; these  are  specified  on  a card  and  sent  through 
to  the  Health  Department.  A Sanitary  Inspector  then  visits  the 
house  and  reports  to  the  Medical  OlTicer  of  Health  on  the  con- 
dition ; it  is  then  dealt  with  on  its  merits. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  defects  referred  to  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 


ALLEGED. 

Number 

Reported. 

Notices 

Sent. 

Verbal  In. 
structions 
given. 

Walls,  etc.,  dirty  .. 

4 

4 

t 

i 

1 

Houses  dirty 

2 

2 

1 

Drains  defective 

1 

1 

Broken  floor 

3 

2 

1 

10 

9 

1 

(/)  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 

'Ihc  treatment  of  the  defects  in  school  children  was  carried 
out  by  the  same  agencies  as  hitherto. 

'I'he  following  is  a report  on  the  work  of  the  various  Depart- 
ments of  the  Clinic  during  the  year  ; — 


(1).  DENTAL  CLINIC. 

Mr.  Aitken,  the  School  Dentist,  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  resumption  of  work  at  the  Dental  Clinic  in  September, 
1917,  was  in  a very  short  time  met  with  a fair  return  to  normal 
conditions  as  regards  the  number  of  applications  for  treatment 
f(dlowing-.  examinations  at  the  schools  and  the  number  of  casuals 
requiring  treatment.  Children  over  the  age  of  8 years  have  been 
treated  on  application  if  they  had  been  previously  treated  at  the 
Clinic,  and  urgent  cases  under  6 years  have  been  treated  when 
referred  by  teachers  or  on  the  urgent  request  of  mothers.  Cases 
referred  to  this  department  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Olliccr  for 
treatment  on  medical  grounds,  when  outside  the  ages  6,  7,  and  8, 
have  been  dealt  with,  and  in  all  cases  within  those  limits. 

All  ca;>es  between  6 and  8 have  been  advised  to  call  for 
examination  at  the  Clinic  every  three  months  at. least,  so  that  (hev 
may  be  carefully  watched.  'I'he  mothers  of  children  have  been 
advised  to  this  effect,  and  in  almost  all  cases  have  sent  them  as 
desired.  It  is  shown  that  much  can  be  done  to  improve  the  treat- 
ment by  adopting  this  method,  and  the  parents  appreciate  the 
attention. 

The  examinations  at  the  schools,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Claude  Taylor,  had  fallen  very  much  behind,  but  owing  to  the 
efficient  assistance  of  Nurse  Markham  this  has  been  largely 
remedied. 

The  percentage  of  applications  for  treatment  is  higher  than 
the  previous  year — 52.7  %,  as  against  50.83  %,  as  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


S6hool. 

Notices  Sent 
Out. 

Applications 

for 

Treatment 

Red  Lane  . . 

163 

127 

St.  Mary’s  . . 

75 

33 

Fred.  Bird  . . 

330 

178 

John  Gulson 

186 

89 

St.  Peter’s 

118 

68 

Broad  Street 

169 

70 

Kingfields 

14 

7 

Edgewick  .. 

72 

70 

1127 

627 

io8 


Treatment  completed — age,  6 to  8 ...  527 

Casuals  ...  ...  ...  ...  360 

Visits  to  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  1394 

Children  Examined  at  Schools  ...  1657 


SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT. 


EXTRACTIONS. 

AN/CSTHETICS. 

FILLINGS. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Temporary 

Teeth. 

Permanent 

Teeth. 

Local. 

Nitrous 

Oxide. 

B 

ti 

U 

H 

B 

< 

Cement. 

Pulp 

Treatment. 

«■’ a 

.£-3i! 
w S 

6 to  8 age  group 

1741 

135 

430 

82 

1059 

45 

34 

224 

Casuals 

320 

142 

294 

— 

1 

2 

1 

32 

Totals 

2061 

277 

724 

82 

1060 

47 

35 

256 

(2) .  EYE  CLINIC. 

The  Eye  Clinic  has  been  continued  at  Cheylesmore  School, 
in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Room.  Dr.  Harrison  Butler  has  attended 
one  half-day  per  week  throughout  the  school  year. 

The  cases  treated  are  practically  all  cases  with  errors  of 
refraction,  for  which  spectacles  have  to  be  prescribed ; 296  cases 
were  completed  during  the  year. 

An  arrangement  exists  for  the  supply  of  spectacles  at  contract 
prices  by  one  of  the  opticians  of  the  City. 

The  sum  of  ;^8  iss.  od.  per  annum  is  sanctioned  by  the 
Board  of  Education  for  the  provision  of  free  spectacles.  During 
the  year  the  sum  of  12/9  has  been  expended  on  these,  as  against 
the  sum  of  ss.  6d.  in  1916. 

(3) .  RINGWORM. 

Dr.  T.  E.  C.  Cole  has  continued  to  attend  the  Clinic, 
generally  once  weekly,  to  treat  cases  of  ringworm  with  X-Rays. 
Some  17  cases  were  treated  with  ordinary  drug  treatment,  the 
parents  not  assenting  to  X-Rays.  The  number  cured  during  the 
year  was  115;  18  being  County  cases;  practically  all  these  were 
treated  by  X-Rays. 

At  the  beginning  of  1917  there  were  37  children  excluded 
from  school  on  account  of  ringworm ; at  the  end  of-  the  year  there 
were  38.  Fresh  cases  are,  of  course,  continually  arising. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Warwickshire  County 
Council  for  the  X-R.ay  treatment  of  children  from  neighbouring 
parts  of  the  County  at  the  Coventry  School  Clinic. 


log 


(4).  Verminous  Conditions  of  Head  and  Body. 

The  Cleansing  Centre. 

' This  department  continues  to  meet  an  unfortunately  great 
need.  The  summary  of  work  done  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  cases  treated,  verminous  conditions  of  the 

head  and  body  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Of  these  : 

Dealt  with  •under  Section  122  of  the  Children  Act  41 
Voluntary  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Bathing  and  sterilization  carried  out  ...  ...  2 

Sore  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  the  severity  of 
what  may  be  called  the  chronic  cases,  i.e.,  cases  which  have  had 
an  original  “ Exclusion  Notice,”  and  are  then  inspected  every 
four  or  five  weeks  by  the  Nurse  : — 


Table  Showing  Number  of  Chronic  Cases  of  Verminous  Heads. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

All  Saints 

10 

3 

1 

Broad  Street  . . 

8 

14 

7 

2 

Centaur  Road 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Cheylesmore  . . 

25 

16 

8 

4 

Earlsdon 

3 

2 

2 

— 

Edgewick 

18 

1 

— 

— 

Predk.  Bird  .. 

22 

— 

— 

— 

John  Gulson  . . 

22 

6 

2 

— 

Little  Heath  . . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Paradise 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Radford 

2 

4 

2 

— 

Red  Lane 

28 

10 

1 

— 

South  Street  . . 

30 

20 

9 

— 

Bpon  Street  . . 

24 

10 

9 

4 

Stoke  Council 

10 

5 

2 

1 

Stoke  National 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wheatley  Street 

26 

10 

15 

9 

St.  John’s 

14 

5 

— 

1 

Bt.  Mark's 

6 

2 

— 

— 

St.  Mary’s 

20 

1 

— 

— 

St.  Michael’s. . 

14 

6 

— 

— 

St.  Osburg’s  . . 

7 

5 

5 

5 

St.  Peter’s 

8 

2 

— 

— 

St.  Elizabeth’s 

6 

9 

— 

— 

Thomas  Street 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Wheatley  Street  Special 

12 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

343 

136 

64 

29 

A = original  “ Exclusion”  only. 

B = .A  + one  cleansing  notice  or  warning  letter. 

C = A + two  cleansing  notices  or  warning  letters. 

D = A + three  or  more  notices  or  warning  letters. 

H 


/ 


no 


(6).  KING  STREET  CLINIC.  , 

In  addition  to  the  Dental,  X-Ray,  and  Cleansing-  Centres  at 

« 

this  Clinic,  the  premises  are  also  used  for  special  examinations  of 
children. 

Children  are  referred  to  the  Clinic  by  the  Teachers  and  the 
School  Attendance  Ollicer  re  fitness  to  attend  school. 

V'arious  minor  ailments  are  treated.  , 

Concerning  this  work.  Dr.  Bramley-Moore  reports  as 
follows  ; — 

“ Besides  the  exclusion  or  otherwise  of  children  from  school 
and  general  advice  given  to  casual  or  special  cases  as  regards  the 
treatment  of  minor  ailments,  the  work  carried  on  at  the  Clinic 
includes  the  examination  of  hairs  for  ringworm  spores,  the  pre- 
liminary treatment  of  the  hair  by  ether  and  potash  being  carried 
out  by  one  of  the  Nurses.  Cases  of  deafness  are  first  examined 
by  the  auroscope,  and  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case  the 
patient  either  referred  for  hospital  treatment,  or  syringing  is  done 
by  the  nursing  staff.  Examination  of  sputum  and  of  urine  is  occa- 
sionally called  for  and  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Ollicer.  Cases 
of  defective  vision  are  tested  with  the  Snellen  card  by  one  of  the 
Nurses,  and  if  necessary  referred  to  the  Specialist.  Children 
suffering  from  heart  disease  and  excluded  from  school  report  at 
frequent  intervals. 

Treatment  of  verminous  cases,  of  both  child  and  clothing, 
proceeds  on  the  usual  lines. 

Scabies  continues  to  increase,  and  its  military  source  is  in 
many  cases  clearly  evident.’’ 


1 1 1 


CHILDREN  EXAMINED  AT  THE  SCHOOL  CLINIC. 


Without  an 
Appointment 
made  from  the 
Office. 

Appointment. 

Total. 

Infectious  Diseases 

' 47 

10 

54 

Chorea  and  Rheumatism . . 

6 

5 

11 

Ringworm 

207 

37 

244 

Nose  and  Throat 

37 

8 

45 

Chest 

75 

20 

95 

Eyes 

35 

13 

48 

Epilepsy 

2 

3 

5 

Heart 

20 

12 

32 

Discharging  Ears 

6 

6 

Scabies 

391 

54 

445 

Skin  ... 

100 

13 

113 

Impetigo 

237 

13 

260 

Heads  . . . . • . . 

12 

13 

25 

Glands 

17 

2 

19 

Phthisis 

13 

, , 

13 

Tubercular  Joints 

1 

1 

Pre-tubercular  . . 

71 

50 

121 

General  Debility . . 

26 

. , 

26 

Miscellaneous 

180 

115 

295 

Student  Teachers 

5 

5 

Scholarship  Children 

, , 

45 

45 

Corley  Camp,  Children 

32 

32 

1483 

450 

1930 

OPEN-AIR  CLASSES  AT  CENTAUR  ROAD. 

For  the  past  four  summers  these  classes  have  been  held  on 
the  Hat  roof  of  Centaur  Road  School.  A full  description,  together 
with  photographs  of  them,,  was  given  in  the  Report  fpr  1914.  The 
accommodation  is  for  30  children. 


CORLEY  CAMP  FOR  DELICATE  CHILDREN. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Care  Committee 
for  the  year  ; — 

“ The  Camp  opened  on  7th  May  and  closed  on  30th  October. 
Thirty-nine  children  (23  girls  and  16  boys)  were  admitted  at 
various  times,  and  stayed  for  periods  of  from  3 to  25  weeks,  as 
follows  : — 


3 

I 

I 

3 

3 

3 


25 

weeks 

•9 

weeks. 

4 

days 

18 

weeks 

16 

weeks. 

4 

days 

12 

weeks 

10 

weeks. 

4 

days 

II2 


1 

1 1 
6 

3 

2 
2 


9 weeks, 
7 weeks, 
6 weeks, 
5 weeks, 
5 weeks 
3 weeks. 


4 days 
4 days 
2 days 
4 days 

2 days 


This  year  each  child  was  weighed  on  admission  and  at  fre- 
quent intervals  by  the  Governess  (Miss  E.  Bailey),  who  kept  a 
“ Chart,”  showing  the  increase  of  weight  of  each  child  from  time 
to  time.  All  children  showed  considerable  improvement  by  their 
stay  at  Camp,  one  girl  increased  in  weight  to  the  extent  of  i81bs., 
the  average  increase  was  ^Ib.  per  week.” 

Owing  to  the  beneficence  of  Mrs.  Kirkman  Gray  and  Miss 
Thornton,  the  site  of  this  Camp  has  been' presented  to  the  Educa- 
tion Committee,  which  Committee  will  in  future  take  over  the 
management  and  responsibility  for  the  Camp.  This  has  now  been 
recognized  as  an  Open-air  School  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and, 
when  opportunity  permits,  will  be  extended  and  its  scope  enlarged. 


JUVENILE  LABOUR  EXCHANGE  AND  BUREAU. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Juvenile 
Employment  Sub-Committee’s  Report  for  the  year  ending  July 
31st,  1917 

‘‘  The  Juvenile  Exchange  and  Employment. 

The  Eng-ineering-  trade  claims  the  g-reatest  number  of  children 
leaving:  school  in  Coventry ; the  Exchang'e,  however,  by  no  means  con- 
fines its  activities  to  munition  work,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  “ .Analysis 
of  Vacancies.^’  Better  class  openingrs  are  constantly  notified  to  the 
Exchang'e,  in  addition  to  the  usual  vacancies  for  factory  workers,  and 
boys  and  g-irls  from  Secondary  Schools  are  thereby  encourag^ed  to 
reg-ister  in  increasing-  numbers.  The  satisfactory  placing  of  these 
young  people  is  an  excellent  testimony  to,  and  an  effective  advertise- 
ment of,  the  work  of  the  Exchange  in  Coventry,  as  each  child  so  placed 
informs  his  or  her  friends  and  schoolfellows  of  the  fact,  and  thus  makes 
the  scheme  more  widely  known. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  first,  and  often  the  only  con- 
sideration of  boys  and  girls  seeking  employment  at  the  present  time, 
appears  to  be  the  amount  of  the  initial  wage,  irrespective  of  any  future 
prospects.  This  fact  is  a serious  obstacle  to  the  Exchange  officials  in 
their  efforts  to  guide  children  into  employment  which  is  of  a permanent 
nature  and  suited  to  their  respective  capabilities.  There  is  a general 
ambition  to  obtain  machine  work,  which,  after  a little  practice,  will 
yield  high  wages  (on  piece  work) , and  consequently  many  boys  and 
girls  who  change  their  employment  at  the  age  of  16  or  17  are  still 
unskilled  (except  in  respect  of  the  particular  work  which  they  have  just 
left)  and  unable  to  command  a good  wage. 


The  apprenticeship  system  has  largely  disappeared,  but  most 
firms  aim  at  training-  up  their  juvenile  labour  for  permanent  work  in 
their  own  particular  trade.  It  is  highly  important,  therefore,  to  dis- 
couragre  unnecessary  changes  of  employment  amongst  juvenile  workers, 
and  this  the  Exchange  Officers  endeavour  to  do  whenever  possible. 

Many  girls  are  now  employed  on  aeroplane  work  (stitching, 
covering,  etc.),  and  this  work  appears  to  offer  good  prospects.  The 
field  of  clerical  work  has  been  entered  mainly  by  girls,  as  Coventry 
boys  will  not,  as  a rule,  entertain  the  idea  of  office  work.  “ Shop  girls  ” 
and  “Messenger  girls”  have  also  taken  the  place  of  boys,  and  such 
girls  pass,  after  a period  of  service,  either  into  the  machine  shops  or 
the  offices.  The  same  degree  of  permanency  does  not  characterize  the 
work  of  van  girls  employed  in  delivering  bread,  laundry,  milk,  etc., 
but,  in  spite  of  this  fact,  the  comparative  freedom  and  novelty  of  the 
work  attracts  more  applications  than  the  various  employers  concerned 
can  entertain.  This  kind  of  employment  may  be  very  desirable  for 
children  with  phthisical  tendencies  (where  health  is  the  first  considera- 
tion), but  certainly  cannot  be  recommended  as  a first  step  to  a position 
in  life. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  twelve  months,  August,  1916,  to  July, 
1Q17,  there  was  a very  pressing  demand  for  juvenile  labour  in  connec- 
tion with  the  rapid  development  of  munition  industries,  mcff-e  especially 
of  the  manufacture  of  aeroplanes.  Other  trades,  which  could  not  com- 
pete in  the  matter  of  wages,  suffered  considerably  during  this  period, 
both  from  loss  of  hands  and  from  lack  of  new’  recruits,  but  when  the- 
munition  extensions  w'ere  completed,  the  transfer  of  labour  from  other 
industries  became  less  marked,  and  the  matter  appears  now  to  be 
adjusting  itself. 

Co-operation  ivith  Schools. 

The  Juvenile  Employment  Sub-Committee  desire  to  express  their 
appreciation  of  the  continued  support  and  assistance  given  to  their 
work  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  City,  and  especially  of  the  excellent 
and  detailed  reports  supplied  by  the  Teachers  in  respect  of  children 
leaving  school.  These  reports  are  invaluable  to  Exchange  Officers 
when  placing  children  in  their  first  situation.  The  practice,  which  has 
been  adopted  by  some  Teachers,  of  giving  their  pupils  (in  special 
cases)  a personal  note  to  take  to  the  Exchang-e,  has  also  proved  very 
helpful  to  Officers  dealing-  with  such  children. 

The  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  (which  is  entered  on 
the  card  containing  the  School  Report)  is  in  many  instances  a valuable 
indication  as  to  the  kind  of  w-ork  for  w’hich  a child  is  suited,  and  is 
often  the  means  of  preventing  an  unwdse  choice  of  occupation. 

On  receipt  of  the  School  Reports  at  the  Exchange,  parents  are 
individually  invited  by  letter  to  call  with  their  children  and  discuss  the 
prospects  offered  by  particular  trades,  and  many  parents  respond  to  the 
invitation.  The  hours  set  aside  for  this  purpose  are: — Friday  even- 
ings, from  4-30  to  7,  and  Saturday  mornings  from  q to  12 — hours  which 
in  no  way  interfere  with  the  child’s  attendance  at  school.  Parents, 
children,  and  Exchange  Officials  consult  together  at  these  interviews, 
and  when,  as  the  result  of  such  consultation,  some  occupation  has  been 


chosen,  the  necessary  entry  is  made  on  the  reffistration  card,  and 
enquiries  with  regard  to  a suitable  post  made  when  the  time  comes  for 
the  child  to  leave  school.” 

•Appendices  lo  the  Report  show  that  during  the  twelve  months 
in  question  1,385  reports  were  received  from  Head  d'eachers  in 
regard  lo  boys  and  girls  leaving  school;  also  that  4,861  applica- 
tions were  received  for  cmphjyment ; 4,357  vacancies  were  notilied, 
and  4,042  vacancies  filled. 

An  analysis  of  the  vacancies  shows  tliat  for  both  boys  and 
girls  the  immensely  preponderating  employment  found  is  that  in 
branches  of  engineering,  and  that  a fair  proportion  of  girls  take 
to  clerical  work. 

(g)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Periods  of  Quarantine  for  those  exposed  to  Infection  and  lengths  of 

Isolation  of  those  attacked. 


Infectious  disease. 

Quarantine  to  be 
required  after  last 
exposure  to  infection. 

Earliest  date  of  return  to  school 
after  an  attack. 

Small  Pox  . . 

18  days 

When  all  scabs  have  fallen  off. 

Chicken  Pox 

18  days 

>1  >}  11  >1 

Scarlet  Fever  ' . . 

14  days 

Variable,  generally  6 or  7 weeks, 
sometimes  longer. 

Diphtheria  . . 

12  days 

Very  variable ; a medical  certifi- 
cate of  freedom  from  infection 
is  desirable. 

Measles 

16  days 

Three  weeks. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

■ 21  days 

When  the  cough  has  disappeared. 

German  Measles  . . 

16  days 

About  three  weeks. 

Mumps 

24  days 

Four  weeks  if  all  the  swelling 
has  subsided. 

Typhoid  Fever 

28  days 

Only  on  medical  advice. 

Note. — In  the  case  of  Small  Pox,  Chicken  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Typhoid  Fever,  all  children  from  an  infected  home  are  excluded  from  school. 

In  the  case  of  Measles,  German  Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough,  children  from 
infected  homes  are  allowed  to  go  to  school  if  they  attend  Senior  Departments  and, 
have  themselves  had  the  disease  before. 

The  above  table  is  re-inserted  here  for  convenience  of  refer- 
ence by  Head  Teachers. 

On  page  58  is  a t.able  setting  out  the  numbers  of  notifications 
of  alleged  infectious  disease  a.mong 'school  chiklren,  or  in  houses 
in  which  school  children  live,  received  from  schools  by  the  Medical 
Ollicer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


(/t)  PERSONAL  HY.GIENE— PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

During  the  writing  of  this  Report  Miss  E.  K.  Brown, 
graduate  of  Hartford  Physical  Training  College,  was  appointed 
as  Organiser  of  Physical  'Fraining  under  the  Coventry  Education 
Committee.  It  was  not  found  to  be  feasible  at  present  to  make  a 
corresponding  appointment  in  relation  to  boys. 

Miss  Brown’s  work  will  bring  her  into  contact  chiefly  with  the 
girls  and  infants  in  the  Elementary  Schools  of  Coventry.  She 
will  visit  these  schools  in  rotation,  supervising  the  physical  train- 
ing for  the  children,  and  gradually  increasing  the  elliciency  of  this 
work  through  demonstration  lessons,  suggestions  to  teachers  and 
classes  for  teachers. 

This  work  in  the  schools  will  be  expanded'  to  embrace  super- 
vision of  the  teaching  of  swimming,  organisation  of  indoor  and 
playground  games,  preparation  and  supervision  of  schemes  for 
Physical  Training  for  girls  in  Play  Centres,  treatment  by  physical 
exercise  of  some  deforimties  found  in  school  children ; in  short, 
the  promotion  of  the  physical  well-being  of  the  children  in  Elemen- 
tary Schools. 

At  this  time,  when  there  is  so  great  need  for  physical  and 
mental  fitness  in  all  classes  of  workers,  the  provision  of  means  by 
which  this  fitness  may  be  obtained  and  retained  by  the  children  is 
of  supreme  importance  in  the  interests  of  the  community  and  of 
the  State. 

^EDUCATION  (PROVISION  OF  MEALS)  ACT,  igo6. 

There  has  been  no  demand  for  free  meals  for  three  years. 
The  Canteen  Centres  closed  in  1915. 


ii6 

DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 


Table  III.  (B.  of  E.)  Numerical  Return  of  all  exceptional  Children 

in  the  Area  in  1917. 


Hoys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Biind 

(iucltrding  partially  blind) 

’ Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  the  Blind 

1 Not  at  School 

4 

1 

5 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

(including  partially  deaf)  ' 

/ Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  the  Deaf . . 

, Not  at  School  . . 

8 

3 

1 

11 

1 

Mentally 

Deficient. 

Feeble 

Minded 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Mentally  Defective  Chil- 
dren .. 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control) 
Authority  during  the  Year 

Not  at  School  .. 

40 

1 

41 

3 

81 

4 

w , (At  School 

Imbeciles  | 

1 

1 

3 

Idiots 

Epileptics 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Epileptics 

1 Not  at  School  . . 

1 

1 

Physicaliy 

Defeotive. 

Pulmonary 
Tuber-  n 
culosis 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 
Children 

k Not  at  School  . . 

Other 
forms  of 
Tuber- 
culosis 

' Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools  . . ^ . 

Attending  Certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 
Children 

, Not  at  School  . . 

Cripples 
other  than  •' 
Tubarcular 

Attending  Public  Elementary 
Schools 

Attending  certified  Schools 
for  Physically  Defective 
Children 

Not  at  School  . . 

30 

1 

7 

32 

12 

62 

1 

19 

•Duii  or  Backward  1 Retarded  2 years  ..  .. 

( Retarded  3 years 

•Judged  accordiug  to  age  and  standard. 


MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 


There  is  accommodation  at  the  Special  School  at  Wheatley 
Street  for  72  children ; and  latterly  this  school  has  been  full. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  81  children  on  the  school 
register  (40  boys  and  41  girls).  Nineteen  were  admitted  during 
the  year,  and  14  left.  Of  these  latter,  5 had  reached  the  age-limit 
of  16;  2 were  excluded  as  being  imbeciles;  2 transferred  to  an 
Institution;  i left  the  City;  i passed  back  to  Elementary  School; 
I discharged  as  unfit ; i allowed  to  go  to  work ; and  i died. 

In  order  to  continue  the  same  standard  for  admission  to  this 
school  I have  continued  to  see  all  applicants ; these  are  generally 
recommended  by  the  Head  Teachers. 

During  the  year  4 children  have  been  “ notified  ” to  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Committee  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

E.  H.  SNELL, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

The  Council  House, 

Coventry. 

May,  1918. 
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